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Churchwardens Greg Dodd 706 4859 

 Marina Downing 779 6866 

   

Pastoral Ministry Team Jean Davies  705 6558 

   

          

Worship on Sundays 
8:00 am : Holy Communion – Not currently happening 

10:00 am : Parish Communion (All Age Worship on 1st Sunday) 

6.30 pm : Wholeness and Healing Service (On 3rd Sunday) – Not 
currently happening 

Midweek Worship 
1st Tuesday of the month -11.00 am : “Reflections” Service – Not 
currently happening 

Every Thursday - 9:30 am : Holy Communion in the Chapel 

 

Enquiries 
Arrangements for weddings, baptisms and funerals or to hire the 
Church Hall can be made by phoning on 0121 743 4955 or by emailing 
vicar@stmaryschurchhobsmoat.org.   

Any future articles can be emailed to: stmarysmag@googlemail.com 

Website: www.stmaryschurchhobsmoat.org 

St Mary’s Church, Hobs Moat 

Priest in Charge – Rev Linda Granner 

St Mary’s House, 30 Hobs Meadow, Solihull, B92 8PN 

 0121 743 4955 

 vicar@stmaryschurchhobsmoat.org 

Unavailable on Fridays 

 

Facebook: stmaryschurchhobsmoat 

Twitter: StMarysHobsMoat 

mailto:stmarysmag@googlemail.com
http://www.stmaryschurchhobsmoat.org/
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Focal Point… 

 

At the time of writing we do seem to be 
entering a period of nearer normality.  
Rarely lately have I had to queue to get 
into the shops and the majority of people 
do seem to be keeping their distance and 
wearing face coverings. However, I expect you, like me, are wondering 
if there is going to be a second wave of the virus which will put us back 
in lockdown again. 

Even people who live alone have been affected by the lack of social 
interaction with others. Many have had to cancel celebrations and get 
togethers. Instead of joining thousands of others at the Greenbelt 
Festival at the end of August I joined in via the internet. The Festival 
happened, there were discussions, art, entertainment, poetry and 
music. The one thing missing was the live social interaction.   

We have now resumed one service at 10am on Sundays and a midweek 
service on Thursdays at 9.30am. These are very different to before, no 
singing, maintaining social distance and shorter to lessen the risk to 
each one of us.   

We will continue to make 
contact with you by 
telephone, usually on a 
weekly basis so that we 
know we can all have a 
discussion with somebody, 
share our thoughts and ask 
for prayers if we are 
struggling.  If you need to 
talk in between I will happily 
answer your call for a chat 
and I continue to keep all of 
you in my prayers.  

 

Yours in Christ, 

Linda. 
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PIANO LESSONS 
Piano  Theory  Aural  Harmony 

 
JUANITA WATSON 

B.A. Hons., C.Ed., CT ABRSM, ALCM 
 

Honorary Fellow of the I.S.M. for Services to 
Music 

 

All Levels – slow learners & visually impaired also taught 
 

Quavers, 35 Arundel Crescent, Solihull, B92 8RQ 
 

Tel: 0121-706-3819 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carpentry & Joinery 

All aspects of Carpentry & Joinery 

• Garden Decking 

• Stairs & Banisters 
▪ Door Hanging                                              
▪ Kitchens Fitted 
▪ Fitted Cupboards & Storage 
▪ Alterations & Garage Conversions 
▪ Friendly & Efficient Service    

Contact : Steve Tremayne 

Telephone :   0121 743 8185 
Mobile :         07906 233 288 
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Thought for the Month 

Lift up your eyes. Your heavenly Father waits to 
bless you – in inconceivable ways to make your life 
what you never dreamed it could be. 

Ann Ortlund 

St. Mary’s Market and Car Boot Sale 

Due to the current restrictions 
regarding the coronavirus, all of our 
planned St. Mary’s Market & Car Boot 
Sales have been cancelled until 
further notice.  

We are hoping that these will be able 
to return in the near future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROOF REPAIR SERVICE 

Roof repairs from £30       Guttering cleaned from £15 

UPVC Soffits and Guttering           Flat Roof Specialists 

Chimney Cowl service to prevent birds and 
rain entering chimney. 

 
Vetted with Age Concern 

 

Call Billy Sabin 

07956 228842 / 0121 604 2104 
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“Cathedral of the Month” – October 

Lichfield Cathedral 

Lichfield Cathedral is the only medieval 
three-spired Cathedral in the UK, and is a 
treasured landmark in the heart of 
England. It is one of the oldest places of 
Christian worship, and the burial place of 
the great Anglo-Saxon missionary Bishop, 
St Chad. 

Christmas Day 700 saw the consecration 
of the first cathedral in Lichfield, and, as 
there was a church (St Mary’s) here perhaps built in 659, and possibly 
others in between, Lichfield is among the earliest centres of Christian 
worship in the UK.  After the invasion of 1066 the Normans built a new 
cathedral (of which only few traces remain), and a century or so later 
that was rebuilt in the Gothic style, and completed by c. 1340.  
Besieged three times in the Civil War it suffered drastic damage, more 
than any other of our Cathedrals.   Rapidly repaired in a mere nine 
years its interior was rearranged at the end of the eighteenth century, 
and then ‘restored’ in the 19th century by Sir George Gilbert Scott, 
and that is the Cathedral we have today. The only English medieval 
cathedral to have three spires – known locally as the ‘Ladies of the 
Vale’ – it is one of the most elegant in the country. 

St Chad came in 669 to be the first Bishop in Lichfield, and so 
impressive was his teaching and so genuine was the way he practised 
what he preached, that on his death his remains quickly became 
venerated and a place of pilgrimage. Among the cathedral’s many 
treasures, from the time of the Anglo Saxons (probably under King Offa) 
we have the exquisite 8th century sculpture of the ‘Lichfield Angel’ 
from the St Chad’s tomb chest, as well as the St Chad Gospels - perhaps 
a little younger than the Lindisfarne Gospels but older than the Book 
of Kells. 

Bishops Lymesey and de Clinton built the Normal Cathedral and Clinton 
fortified the Close with a wall. In the 13th c. Bishop de Langton 
strengthened that surrounding wall for the Close and crenelated it; he 
paid £2,000 for a sumptuous shrine for St Chad, and he financed the 
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completion of the Lady Chapel.  He was also the Treasurer of England.  
His magnificent Bishop’s Palace in the Close was fit for a king, and kings 
did come to stay there.  With very many pilgrims flocking to the shrine 
the cathedral flourished during the time of the Plantagenet kings.  
Many of the Bishops and Deans appointed then were Close to the ruling 
dynasty and the proximity of the Diocese to the rebellious Welsh made 
Lichfield a key strategic settlement during this period.  It played an 
important role in regional and national political life and influenced 
heavily the planning of the City of Lichfield that grew up around it. 

Unfortunately, the great wall around the Close proved to be the 
Cathedral’s undoing during the 17th century since it turned the 
cathedral and Close into an ideal garrison, first for the Royalists, then 
for the Roundheads, then again for the Royalists and finally the 
Roundheads until the Restoration.   During these sieges cannonballs 
destroyed both the roof and the central spire.  The Restoration (1660) 
found the cathedral and Close in a state of ruination, because the 
Roundheads had destroyed statues, monuments, documents, carvings 
and left very little roof. Lichfield’s cathedral suffered more than any 
other cathedral at the hands of the devastators. 

Cathedral and Close flourished again in the 18th c. and grew in national 
importance, becoming a centre of culture and learning.   With the 
development of Erasmus Darwin and his colleagues of the Lunar 
Society, Samuel Johnson and the great antiquarian, Elias Ashmole, 
Lichfield became a notable centre. Here was an interesting dynamic 
with religion and scientific advancement creatively interrelated 
alongside music, literature and culture, with Lichfield regarded as a 
major centre of enlightenment within Europe. 

A major and sensitive restoration of the cathedral came under Sir 
George Gilbert Scott and is son, Oldrid, in the 19th century.  Outside 
statues were replaced on the West Front, and around the cathedral we 
now have over 160 ornate carved figures of kings, queens and saints. 
The cathedral’s interior today, with the very fine Skidmore Screen, the 
choir stalls and the Minton tiles (inspired by the medieval tiles still on 
the floor of the library) contains a singular composition of High 
Victorian artistry.  The very recent relighting scheme means we can 
now see it in all its elegant glory. 
 
© lichfield-cathedral.org 



“The Moat”                                      Page 8                         October 2020 

The Moat Players         

We continue to meet on a regular basis via Zoom 
for quiz evenings, etc., and we have begun to 
hold a few play readings online, which are a good 
way of finding out which plays we would like to 
perform in the future. We are also planning on 
holding an online Halloween performance 
evening in October, where members will be able 

to perform a pre-rehearsed routine to the rest of the group. The 
committee are also in discussions as to how it may be possible for 
members of the group to meet up in person in the church hall.  

If you are missing being able to see us perform, you can always look 
back at our past productions and relive your memories via our website 
at www.moatplayers.co.uk/past-productions. We are always on the 
lookout for material to add to our archive, so if you have anything of 
interest to the group, please get in touch with us. 

We are always looking for new members, so if you are interested in 
joining one of Solihull’s longest running amateur drama groups, drop 
us a line at hello@moatplayers.co.uk, and we will let you know when 
we are able to meet up again. If you use either Facebook or Twitter, 
you can keep right up to date with the group’s activities by Liking us 
on Facebook or Following us on Twitter, or by visiting our website – 
www.moatplayers.co.uk . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foot Health Care Practitioner 

Mrs Linda Colton Dip.CFHP.MPS  

Member of the Alliance of Private Sector Practitioners 

Friendly Home Visiting Practice 

Telephone 07526 538760 

Nail Trimming          Corn Removal          Ingrown Toenails          Callus Reduction 

 

http://www.moatplayers.co.uk/past-productions
mailto:hello@moatplayers.co.uk
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Saint Mary's Church, Hobs Moat, Solihull 

 

PRAYER DIARY 
Lord God, through our prayers help us to purify our desires & our worship; 

help us in all things to seek your purpose for us. Amen. 

 

OCTOBER 2020  

 

Oct  1    Holy Communion 9.30am. 

              Pray for Wellsford Ave., Harvard Road, & Melton Ave. 

              For all who care for the sick, the lonely and the homeless. 

               

Oct  2   Pray for Beamans Close, Lyndon Rd., Campden Green. 

              For Schools in the parish, Governors, Staff and pupils. 

 

Oct  3   Pray for Daylesford Rd., Eastbury Dr., Blaythorn Ave. 

              For those who dust and clean St Mary's Church. 

 

Oct  4   Harvest Festival. Holy Communion 10.00 am. 

             Pray for Dallimore Close, Norbury Grove, Cloudsley Grove 

             For all who are in employment & those unemployed. 

 

Oct  5   For all organisations who use our Hall each week. 

             Pray for Ulleries Rd., Burford Close, Colesbourne Rd. 

 

Oct  6   Pray for Elkstone Close, Brackleys Way & Moordown Ave. 

             For those who are housebound especially Church members. 

 

Oct   7  Pray for Windrush Close, Hobs Meadow, Hobs Moat Road & 

             Evenlode Rd. 

For the witness of St Mary's Church to all who pass by. 

 

Oct  8  Holy Communion 9.30am. 

             Pray for Westcote Close, Winchcombe Rd. & Broadwell Rd. 

             Pray for the staff and work of Lyndon Clinic. 

             For Linda our Priest in Charge and Sue who takes services. 
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Oct  9  Pray for Castle Lane, Greyfort Cres., & Arundel Cres.  

            For our servers and those who assist at Communion. 

              

Oct 10 Pray for Dene Court Rd., Knightsbridge Rd., The Dell 

            For all who have disabilities which restrict their lives. 

 

Oct 11 Trinity 18. Holy Communion 10.00am. 

            Pray for Onslow Cres., Summerfield Rd., Kimberley Rd. 

            For all who contribute to the music for our worship.  

 

 Oct 12 Pray for Highwood Av., Oakham Way, Gosford Walk 

             For those who work at Land Rover Factory and all who 

             travel through the Parish to work each day. 

 

Oct  13  Pray for Berwood Grove, Rodney Rd., Dursley Close 

              For those who prepare “The Moat” Parish Magazine 

              Editor, Printers, Assembly Team, Distributors and Readers 

 

Oct  14  Pray for Dovehouse Lane, Dovecote Close, Redfern Close 

              For the elderly & their pets who help them. 

 

Oct 15   Holy Communion 9.30am. 

              Pray for Castle Close, Faulkner Rd., Trinity Close 

              For Shop keepers and their assistants 

              For the Pastoral Team who visit the sick. 

 

Oct  16  Pray for Cranhill Close & Rodney Close 

              For those who wash and clean the altar linen at St Mary's. 

 

Oct  17  Pray for Old Lode Lane, Jillcot Rd., Jeremy Grove 

              For those who beautify St Mary's Church with flowers. 

 

Oct  18  Luke the Evangelist. Holy Communion 10.00am. 

              Pray for Ebrington Ave., Glenside Av., Windsor Drive. 

              Pray for all Doctors & Specialists & all who care for the sick and 

              lonely. 
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Oct  19  Pray for Merevale Rd., Odensil Green, Tanhouse Farm Rd. 

              Doctors & Staff at Hobs Moat Medical Centre and Meadowside 

              Surgery. 

 

Oct  20 Pray for Mayswood Rd., Lindsey Rd., Cophams Close 

              For Sidesmen & women who welcome all who come to St Mary's 

              services. 

 

Oct  21 Pray for Arlescote Rd., Frankton Close, Leafield Rd. 

             For God's blessing on all mothers, fathers, single parents and  

             grandparents. 

 

Oct  22  Holy Communion 9.30am. 

              Pray for Charingworth Rd, Leam Cresc., Lammas Close. 

              For those who serve coffee after our 10am services. 

 

Oct  23 Pray for Evenlode Close, Lode Lane, Hillhampton Close. 

              For those who are sick at home and in hospital.  

              For Lyndon Residents Association. 

 

Oct 24  Pray for Kelham Place, Kempsey Close, Farmstead Rd. 

             For those who advertise in 'The Moat' Parish magazine. 

 

Oct 25  Last after Trinity. Holy Communion 10.00am. 

             Pray for St Mary's officials – Greg & Marina our    

             Churchwardens, Marina our PCC secretary, Vernon our  

             Treasurer. 

             Pray for Highcroft Close, Norgrave Rd. Woodhall Croft. 

 

Oct  26 Pray for congregation members living outside the Parish, and all 

              who use the Fitness Centre & Ice Rink. 

                           

Oct  27 Pray for members of the PCC.  

              Pray for Parkview Day Centre. 
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Oct  28  Pray for HBCT; Lyndon Methodist, St Thomas More RC,  

              Sheldon Community Church, St Giles, Sheldon, St Nicholas, 

              Elmdon and St Mary's, Hobs Moat, Hermon Mar Thoma, and  

 The Redeemed Christian Church of God. 

              

Oct  29  Holy Communion 9.30am. 

              Pray for all children, especially those who are vulnerable.  

              Cubs and Beavers who meet in our hall. 

 

Oct 30   Pray for the Emergency Services' Police, Fire and Ambulance. 

 

Oct 31   Pray for vocations to the Priesthood and other ministries within 

               the Church.   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have items, subjects or topics for inclusion in St. Mary’s Monthly 
PRAYER DIARY, please send them to Revd. Linda Granner, either by 
Telephone 0121 743 4955 or Email: vicar@stmaryschurchhobsmoat.org 

mailto:vicar@stmaryschurchhobsmoat.org
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ob  dvice  lub  olihull 
 
JACS began in 2009. It was at a time when the West Midlands had the 
highest rate of unemployment in the UK. This was due in part to the 
recession but also because the region relied heavily on industries that 
are vulnerable in a struggling economy such as the automotive 
industry.   
 
For many people at that time it was their first experience of having to 
visit a Job Centre and having the somewhat daunting task of preparing 
a CV and possibly attending an interview after many years. JACS was 
able to provide support and encouragement as well as giving people 
confidence as they faced a ‘new’ future. This is still our role today. 
 
We see ourselves as being complementary to the work of the Job 
Centres. We help with CVs, application forms, interview technique and 
practice. Importantly we operate in a very informal atmosphere with 
plenty of tea and coffee and biscuits and with opportunities to share 
stories with others in similar situations. 
 
Over the years we have helped many to find work and what is 
rewarding for us is that many, now employed, keep in touch and call 
into see us from time to time.   
 
JACS is run solely by volunteers and is unfunded. We are extremely 
grateful to Solihull URC who give us a place to meet. 
 
Normally we operate on a ‘drop in’ basis but with Covid-19 we need to 
ask people to contact us first.  
 

Beryl Moppett 
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ob  dvice  lub  olihull 
 

Are you Job Hunting? 
 

If you would like support and advice on CVs and interview 
techniques in an informal and friendly atmosphere, then come 
to JACS.  It is also a great opportunity to meet and talk with 
others in similar circumstances. 
 
We meet at Solihull United Reform Church on the Warwick Road 
opposite House of Fraser Mondays 10.30am - 12.30pm 

Currently due to Covid 19 please do not 
turn up without first contacting 

Tim Freeman 07929 786 893 

timfreeman1000@yahoo.co.uk 

 
 

 

 

Ann's Mobile Hairdressing 
Creative Hairdressing in your own home 

Modern hairdressing undertaken 
Cuts, Blow Waves, Perms, Shampoo & Set, etc 

 
Reduced rates for OAP's 

 
Mobile: 07809 408002 

 

mailto:timfreeman1000@yahoo.co.uk
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Olton Tavern Bowling Club  

The green has now closed for bowling but prior to this, 
competitions continue between the members. Our 
Club Championship was won by Glen Herbert for the 
second successive year. It was a very close final, 
which he won 21 - 20. Congratulations Glen. Usually, 
I would give a brief summary of the fortunes of our teams, however, 
this has not been possible due to the suspension of league bowling this 
year. 

Following the green's closure, end of season repair work commenced 
on the green so that it will be in the best possible condition for the 
start of next season. This has been a busy period for our green keeper 
and his volunteers. Usually the club have arranged dates for their 
Annual General Meeting and Presentation Evening but unfortunately 
this has not been possible yet due to the Coronavirus guidelines. 
Hopefully arrangements can be made soon. 

Steve Myatt – Secretary 
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St Mary’s Diary for October 

Thursday 1st      9.30 am  Holy Communion 

Sunday  4th      HARVEST FESTIVAL 
   10.00 am Parish Communion 

Thursday 8th   9.30 am Holy Communion  

Sunday  11th       TRINITY 18 
   10.00 am Parish Communion  

Thursday 15th   9.30 am Holy Communion  

Sunday  18th      LUKE THE EVANGELIST 
   10.00 am Parish Communion  

Thursday 22nd      9.30 am Holy Communion  

Sunday   25th     LAST SUNDAY OF TRINITY 
   10.00 am Parish Communion 

Thursday 29th  9.30 am Holy Communion 

 
Bible Readings for the Month 
 

Readings for October: 

4th - Deuteronomy 28: 1-14; 2 Corinthians 9: 6-end; Luke 12:16-30 
11th - Isaiah 25: 1-9; Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22: 1-14. 
18th - Acts 16: 6-12a; 2 Timothy 4: 5-17; Luke 10: 1-9. 
25th - Leviticus 19: 1-2, 15-18; 1 Thessalonians 2: 1-8; Matthew 22: 34-
end. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOLIHULL AND HALL GREEN MOWING SERVICES 

LAWNS PROFESSIONALLY CUT 

GOOD RELIABLE SERVICECOMPETITIVE RATES 

PHONE – IAN ROBOTHAM (07919 073621) 

 



“The Moat”                                      Page 23                         October 2020 

 

Priest-In-Charge The Rev’d Linda Granner  743 4955 

 vicar@stmarysc
hurchhobsmoat.org 

Church Wardens Greg Dodd 

Marina Downing 

 706 4859 

 779 6866 

PCC Secretary 

PCC Treasurer 

Marina Downing 

Vernon Ford 

 779 6866 

 707 3583 

 

St Mary’s Parochial  

Church Council 

 

 

 

 

 

Angela Beer   

Janet Turner 

Juanita Watson 

Jean Davies 

Andy Knight 

Janet Bott 

 

 

 

 07972 671245 

 743 4955  

 706 3819 

 705 6558 

 07570 122977 

 

 

Magazine Editor Andy Knight  stmarysmag@ 

googlemail.com 

Advertisements Linda Granner  743 4955 

 

The Moat, Next Issue… 

Do you have an idea for an article for the next issue of The Moat?  

Any articles for future editions of The Moat will be gratefully received 
and considered. They can either be put in the box at the back of 
Church, or emailed to stmarysmag@googlemail.com. 

The final date for submissions of articles for the November issue of The 
Moat is Monday 12th October 2020.

mailto:stmarysmag@googlemail.com
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BANNOCK OF SOLIHULL 
MONUMENTAL MASONS 

 

Five generations of quality manufacturing and service 
from a family business. 

 
Large display. 

 
Memorials, Additional Inscriptions, Renovations. 

 
117 Streetsbrook Road, Solihull, B90 3PF 

 

(Opposite Robin Hood Cemetery)          0121 744 1727 
 

www.bannocksmemorials.co.uk  

  

http://www.bannocksmemorials.co.uk/

