“The Moat”

Page 1

February 2021

St Mary’s Church, Hobs Moat
Priest in Charge – Rev Linda Granner
St Mary’s House, 30 Hobs Meadow, Solihull, B92 8PN


0121 743 4955

 vicar@stmaryschurchhobsmoat.org
Unavailable on Fridays

Churchwardens

Greg Dodd
Marina Downing

706 4859
779 6866

Pastoral Ministry Team

Jean Davies

705 6558

Worship on Sundays
8:00 am : Holy Communion – Not currently happening
10:00 am : Parish Communion (All Age Worship on 1st Sunday)
6.30 pm : Wholeness and Healing Service (On 3rd Sunday) – Not
currently happening

Midweek Worship
1st Tuesday of the month -11.00 am : “Reflections” Service – Not
currently happening
Every Thursday - 9:30 am : Holy Communion in the Chapel

Enquiries

Arrangements for weddings, baptisms and funerals or to hire the
Church Hall can be made by phoning on 0121 743 4955 or by emailing
vicar@stmaryschurchhobsmoat.org.
Any future articles can be emailed to: stmarysmag@googlemail.com
Website: www.stmaryschurchhobsmoat.org
Facebook: stmaryschurchhobsmoat
Twitter: StMarysHobsMoat
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Focal Point…
I had hoped that the first Moat of 2021
would arrive with better news. However,
we are still in lockdown with more
restrictions than last year. We are still
allowed to have face to face worship
although with restrictions on contact with
each other. St Mary’s will continue to hold a short socially distanced
service on Thursday and Sunday mornings as we have been doing. For
those of you who need to shield then I commend the many online
services which are being offered if you have access to the internet.
As we spend so much more time at home, often alone, can I commend
the practice of a daily time of prayer. Find a small space in your home,
maybe light a candle, read a few words from the Bible and meditate
on them. Then speak to God in whatever words you wish to use, it
doesn’t have to be a formal prayer. Just as important, then spend some
time in silence, allowing God to speak to you, to reassure you of His
presence.
Ash Wednesday falls on the 17th February. As a Lenten discipline how
about choosing one of the Gospels and read it through, a small portion
every day until Easter. If you have any books you have used in the past
then you could re-read one of those during Lent.
Be assured that my thoughts and prayers will be with you all as we
continue to journey through this pandemic, but also as we prepare to
journey through Lent dedicating ourselves once more to God, and
remembering all that Jesus came to do for us.
Yours in Christ,
Linda.
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Thought for the Month
For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a
future and a hope.
Jeremiah 29:11

Thought for the Day
There are far, far better things ahead than we leave behind.
C.S. Lewis
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PIANO LESSONS
Piano Theory Aural Harmony
JUANITA WATSON
B.A. Hons., C.Ed., CT ABRSM, ALCM
Honorary Fellow of the I.S.M. for Services to Music
All Levels – slow learners & visually impaired also taught
Quavers, 35 Arundel Crescent, Solihull, B92 8RQ
Tel: 0121-706-3819

Carpentry & Joinery
All aspects of Carpentry & Joinery
•
•
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Garden Decking
Stairs & Banisters
Door Hanging
Kitchens Fitted
Fitted Cupboards & Storage
Alterations & Garage Conversions
Friendly & Efficient Service
Contact : Steve Tremayne
Telephone : 0121 743 8185
Mobile :
07906 233 288
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“Local Park of the Month” – February
As we are all being encouraged to stay local during this latest Covid
lockdown, and exercise close to where we live, I thought this would be
a good opportunity to explore some of our local parks. I am sure over
the next year there will be parks that you may know well, but hopefully
you may discover some new gems right on your doorstep. I just had to
start this series with one of my favorite parks, where I spent many
happy hours as a child, and one that is quite local to St. Mary’s.

Elmdon Park
Elmdon Park is a park and local nature
reserve in Elmdon, Solihull, West
Midlands. It was established in 1944
when the house and grounds of the
derelict Elmdon Hall were bought up
by the then Solihull Urban District
Council. The house was used by the
Home Guard during the war years, but
the building subsequently became
derelict, suffering from a rotten
staircase and roof, and was demolished in 1956.
The park is described as being unique amongst Solihull's parks, in that
it is located on and around a hill of approximately 120m AOD, thus
providing fine views across the surrounding landscape. There is a
perimeter walk, which encompasses the lakes, landscape and stream
that meanders through the Park. There is also a heritage trail, created
by The Friends of Elmdon, which provides historic details and facts
relating to the remains of Elmdon Hall, St Nicolas's Church, the old
walled garden, and associated buildings. The walled garden is now a
local nature reserve managed by the Warwickshire Wildlife Trust.
Aside from the old walled garden, there is also a meadow, woodland
and ponds. The woodland and park areas benefit from a wide variety
of native trees and provide homes for many bird species such as
nuthatch, goldcrests and Warblers and some unusual naturalised
garden species. Other facilities within the park include football
pitches, tennis courts, and a children's play area.
© Wikipedia
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The Moat Players
Happy New Year to you all, and here we go
again, pretty much back where we started last
March. We have now resigned ourselves to the
fact that it is looking very unlikely that we are
going to be able to stage anything this season,
meaning this will be the first ever “dark” season
in the group’s history. So, we will turn our
thoughts to next season, and we are keeping everything crossed that
we may be able to meet up in the second half of the year, and hope to
be able to put on a pantomime in December. A lot may change between
now and then, but the committee is already in discussions of the shows
we would like to perform next season, if restrictions allow. Meanwhile,
we are staying safe at home, and meeting up via Zoom occasionally.
If you are missing being able to see us perform, you can always look
back at our past productions and relive your memories via our website
at www.moatplayers.co.uk/past-productions. We are always on the
lookout for material to add to our archive, so if you have anything of
interest to the group, please get in touch with us.
We are always looking for new members, so if you are interested in
joining one of Solihull’s longest running amateur drama groups, drop
us a line at hello@moatplayers.co.uk, and we will let you know when
we are able to meet up again. If you use either Facebook or Twitter,
you can keep right up to date with the group’s activities by Liking us
on Facebook or Following us on Twitter, or by visiting our website –
www.moatplayers.co.uk .

Foot Health Care Practitioner
Mrs Linda Colton Dip.CFHP.MPS
Member of the Alliance of Private Sector Practitioners
Friendly Home Visiting Practice
Telephone 07526 538760
Nail Trimming
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Hobs Moat Library
Due to the current situation our
doors are closed and our click and
collect service will not be available
during this time.
You can still borrow ebooks, eaudio, enewspapers and emagazines.
Any items that are due
while we are closed will be
extended and we are not
charging fines during the
pandemic.
Hope to see you soon.
Stay safe! Hobs Moat
Library Staff

ROOF REPAIR SERVICE
Roof repairs from £30

Guttering cleaned from £15

UPVC Soffits and Guttering

Flat Roof Specialists

Chimney Cowl service to prevent birds and
rain entering chimney.
Vetted with Age Concern
Call Billy Sabin
07956 228842 / 0121 604 2104
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#LiveLent 2021 church resources: God’s Story, Our
Story
The Church of England's Lent
resources theme for 2021,
building on the success of
recent years, is entitled
#LiveLent: God's Story, Our
Story. It is based on the
Archbishop of Canterbury’s
Lent book for 2021, Living His
Story by Hannah Steele.
Both the book and the
accompanying
daily
reflections encourage all Christians to think about their calling, how to
share their faith and reflect on the difference Christ makes in our lives.
We witness to God’s story and the impact this has made to our story so
that others might also find their story taking on new meaning in the
light of God’s love. While the current restrictions on daily life
necessitated by the pandemic present significant challenges, the
suffering and isolation many continue to face make the need for us to
share God’s love with our communities greater than ever. Rather than
just being a Lenten discipline, this year’s #LiveLent is a joyful
invitation to make witness a normal part of the Christian life, the
natural overflow of a life lived in devotion to Christ.
From Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday, there will six reflections for
each week, written by Stephen Hance, the Church of England’s
National Lead for Evangelism and Witness. Each reflection will include
a short passage from the Bible, a brief exploration of the reading, and
a prayer. Additionally, each week will have a unifying theme and an
action to be taken during the week.
The daily reflections will be made available through a booklet available
to buy from Church House Publishing, as well as a free app, emails,
audio and through the Church of England’s social media accounts.
Webinars will be offered early in 2021 to help churches plan how to
make the best use of the range of resources and content for both
individuals and groups. For more details, head to:
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/livelent-2021-churchresources-gods-story-our-story
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Saint Mary's Church, Hobs Moat, Solihull
PRAYER DIARY
Lord God, through our prayers help us to purify our desires & our worship;
help us in all things to seek your purpose for us. Amen.

FEBRUARY 2021
Feb 1

Pray for Wellsford Ave., Harvard Road, & Melton Ave.
For all who care for the sick, the lonely and the homeless.

Feb 2

Pray for Beamans Close, Lyndon Rd., Campden Green
For Schools in the parish, Governors, Staff and pupils.

Feb 3 Pray for Daylesford Rd., Eastbury Dr., Blaythorn Ave.
For those who dust and clean St Mary's Church.
Feb 4 Holy Communion 9.30am.
Pray for Dallimore Close, Norbury Grove, Cloudsley Grove
For all who are in employment & those unemployed.
Feb 5 For all organisations who use our Hall each week.
Pray for Ulleries Rd., Burford Close, Colesbourne Rd.
Feb 6 Pray for Elkstone Close, Brackleys Way & Moordown Ave.
For those who are housebound especially Church members.
Feb 7 2nd before Lent. Parish Communion 10am.
Pray for Windrush Close, Hobs Meadow, Hobs Moat Road &
Evenlode Rd.
For the witness of St Mary's Church to all who pass by.
Feb 8 Pray for Westcote Cl, Winchcombe Rd, & Broadwell Rd.
For the staff and work of Lyndon Clinic.
For Linda our Priest in Charge.
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Feb 9 Pray for Castle Lane, Greyfort Cres., & Arundel Cres.
For our servers and those who assist at Communion.
Feb 10 Pray for Dene Court Rd., Knightsbridge Rd., The Dell
For all who have disabilities which restrict their lives.
Feb 11 Holy Communion 9.30am.
Pray for Onslow Cres., Summerfield Rd., Kimberley Rd.
For all who contribute to the music for our worship.
Feb 12 Pray for Highwood Av., Oakham Way, Gosford Walk
For those who work at Land Rover Factory and all who
travel through the Parish to work each day.
Feb 13 Pray for Berwood Grove, Rodney Rd., Dursley Close
For those who prepare “The Moat” Parish Magazine
Editor, Printers, Assembly Team, Distributors and Readers
Feb 14 Sunday next before Lent. Parish Communion 10am.
Pray for Dovehouse Lane, Dovecote Close, Redfern Close
For the elderly & their pets who help them.
Feb 15 Pray for Castle Close, Faulkner Rd., Trinity Close
For Shop keepers and their assistants
For the Pastoral Team who visit the sick.
Feb 16 Pray for Cranhill Close & Rodney Close
For those who wash and clean the altar linen at St Mary's.
Feb 17 Ash Wednesday. Holy Communion 9.30am.
Pray for Old Lode Lane, Jillcot Rd., Jeremy Grove
For those who beautify St Mary's Church with flowers.
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Feb 18 No Service
Pray for Ebrington Ave., Glenside Av., Windsor Drive.
Pray for all Doctors & Specialists & all who care for the sick and
lonely.
Feb 19 Pray for Merevale Rd., Odensil Green, Tanhouse Farm Rd.
Doctors & Staff at Hobs Moat Medical Centre and Meadowside
Surgery.
Feb 20 For all sick people especially those in hospital.
Pray for Mayswood Rd., Linsey Rd., Cophams Close
For Sidesmen & women who welcome all who come to St Mary's
services.
Feb 21 Lent 1. Parish Communion 10am.
Pray for Arlescote Rd., Frankton Close, Leafield Rd.
For God's blessing on all mothers, fathers and single parents and
grandparents.
Feb 22 Pray for Charingworth Rd, Leam Cresc., Lammas Close.
For those who serve coffee after our 10am services.
Feb 23 Pray for Evenlode Close, Lode Lane, Hillhampton Close.
For those who are sick at home or in hospital.
For Lyndon Residents Association.
Feb 24 Pray for Kelham Place, Kempsey Close, Farmstead Rd.
For those who advertise in 'The Moat' Parish magazine.
Feb 25 Holy Communion 9.30am.
Pray for St Mary's officials – Greg & Marina our
Churchwardens, Marina our PCC secretary, Vernon our
Treasurer.
Pray for Highcroft Close, Norgrave Rd. Woodhall Croft.
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Feb 26 Pray for congregation members living outside the Parish,
all who use the Fitness Centre & Ice Rink.
Feb 27 Pray for members of the PCC.
For Parkview Day Centre.
Feb 28 Lent 2. Parish Communion 10am.
Pray for HBCT; Lyndon Methodist, St Thomas More
RC, Sheldon Community Church, St Giles, Sheldon, St Nicholas,
Elmdon and St Mary's, Hobs Moat, Redeemed Christian Church
Of God, Hermon Mar Thoma.
Pray for all children, especially those who are ill-treated.
Pray for the Emergency Services' Police, Fire and Ambulance.
Pray for vocations to the Priesthood and other ministries within
the Church

If you have items, subjects or topics for inclusion in St. Mary’s Monthly
PRAYER DIARY, please send them to Revd. Linda Granner, either by
Telephone 0121 743 4955 or Email: vicar@stmaryschurchhobsmoat.org
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A Prayer for the Pandemic
Dear Father God,
You promise to hear us when we come to you in prayer, thank you!
We so need Your listening ear at this time – and your help, Lord.
Winter always brings challenges, but this winter is exceptional as the
effects of the pandemic continue. When we are afraid, or lonely, or
grieving, or in despair, help us to trust You and to know that You are
with us in the middle of it all, sustaining us. You are not socialdistancing, You are very, very close, full of love and compassion.
We pray for our National Health Service and ask for Your special
strength and protection for all staff. Thank you for the skills You have
given to scientists all over the world. Thank you for the hope which
the vaccines bring. Most of all thank You for the hope which Jesus
brings. This earthly life is a whisper in the light of eternity and Jesus
is the key to that eternal life. Thank You, Father, for meeting all our
needs in Jesus. Amen.
By Daphne Kitching
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Puzzle Corner - Juanita’s Music Quiz
How well do you know the hymns we used to sing?
Do you know which hymns the following lines are from....
1. Think of a wood without any trees...
2. And fit us for heaven to live with thee there…
3. We have a King with a bowl and towel...
4. And you are always making all things new...
5. Thine Angels adore thee, all veiling their sight...
6. Nearer and nearer draws the time...
7. O calm of hills above...
8. Let holy charity thine outward vesture be...
9. I am the Lord that healeth the...
10. Flood the nations with grace and mercy, send forth your hand…
I hope you enjoy having a
go at this - and don't forget
the Church hymn books are
out of bounds! (a security
thing because of the virus)
Answers next month.
Blessings, Juanita
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Are you Job Hunting?
If you would like support and advice on CVs and interview
techniques in an informal and friendly atmosphere, then come
to JACS. It is also a great opportunity to meet and talk with
others in similar circumstances.
We meet at Solihull United Reform Church on the Warwick Road
opposite House of Fraser Mondays 10.30am - 12.30pm

Currently due to Covid 19 please do not
turn up without first contacting
Tim Freeman

07929 786 893

timfreeman1000@yahoo.co.uk

Ann's Mobile Hairdressing
Creative Hairdressing in your own home
Modern hairdressing undertaken
Cuts, Blow Waves, Perms, Shampoo & Set, etc
Reduced rates for OAP's

Telephone: 0121-688-1969
Mobile: 07809 408002
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Stamps
A big thank you to everyone who brings
stamps for the RNIB. They accept used
and unused English and foreign, small
values and large values, in fact any!
It’s never too late to leave stamps in the
box. If I’ve just sent off a packet, it won’t
be long before I’m sending off another.
A happy stamp – saving and Healthy New Year to everyone.
Juanita

SOLIHULL AND HALL GREEN MOWING SERVICES
LAWNS PROFESSIONALLY CUT
GOOD RELIABLE SERVICECOMPETITIVE RATES
PHONE – IAN ROBOTHAM (07919 073621)
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PARISH DIARY
Please note that all services listed
in the diaries below are dependent
on government Covid restrictions

St Mary’s Diary for February
Thursday
Sunday

4th
7

th

Thursday

11

Sunday

14th

Wednesday

18th

Sunday

21st

Sunday

Holy Communion

10.00 am

2nd BEFORE LENT
Parish Communion

9.30 am

Holy Communion

10.00 am

SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
Parish Communion

9.30am

ASH WEDNESDAY
Holy Commnunion

17th

Thursday

Thursday

9.30 am

th

25th
28

th

MAUNDY THURSDAY
No Service
10.00 am

LENT 1
Parish Comunion

9.30 am

Holy Communion

10.00 am

LENT 2
Parish Communion

Bible Readings for the Month
Readings for February:
7th Proverbs 8: 1, 22-31; Colossians 1: 15-20; John 1: 1-14.
14th 2 Kings 2: 1-12; 2 Corinthians 4: 3-6; Mark 9: 2-9.
21st Genesis 9: 8-17; 1 Peter 3: 18-end; Mark 1: 9-15.
28th Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16; Romans 4: 13-end; Mark 8: 31-end.
“The Moat”

Page 22

February 2021

Priest-In-Charge

The Rev’d Linda Granner

Church Wardens

Greg Dodd
Marina Downing

PCC Secretary

Marina Downing

PCC Treasurer

 743 4955
 vicar@stmarysc
hurchhobsmoat.org
 706 4859
 779 6866

Vernon Ford




779 6866
707 3583

St Mary’s Parochial
Church Council

Janet Turner
Juanita Watson
Jean Davies
Andy Knight
Janet Bott







743 4955
706 3819
705 6558
07570 122977

Magazine Editor

Andy Knight

Advertisements

Linda Granner

 stmarysmag@
googlemail.com
 743 4955

The Moat, Next Issue…
Do you have an idea for an article for the next issue of The Moat?
Any articles for future editions of The Moat will be gratefully received
and considered. They can either be put in the box at the back of
Church, or emailed to stmarysmag@googlemail.com.
The final date for submissions of articles for the March issue of The
Moat is Monday 8th February 2021.
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BANNOCK OF SOLIHULL
MONUMENTAL MASONS
Five generations of quality manufacturing and service
from a family business.
Large display.
Memorials, Additional Inscriptions, Renovations.
117 Streetsbrook Road, Solihull, B90 3PF
(Opposite Robin Hood Cemetery)

0121 744 1727

www.bannocksmemorials.co.uk
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