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St Mary’s Church, Hobs Moat
Priest in Charge – Rev Linda Granner
St Mary’s House, 30 Hobs Meadow, Solihull, B92 8PN


0121 743 4955

 vicar@stmaryschurchhobsmoat.org
Unavailable on Fridays

Churchwardens

Greg Dodd
Marina Downing

706 4859
779 6866

Pastoral Ministry Team

Jean Davies

705 6558

Worship on Sundays
8:00 am : Holy Communion – Not currently happening
10:00 am : Parish Communion (All Age Worship on 1st Sunday)
6.30 pm : Wholeness and Healing Service (On 3rd Sunday) – Not
currently happening

Midweek Worship
1st Tuesday of the month -11.00 am : “Reflections” Service – Not
currently happening
Every Thursday - 9:30 am : Holy Communion in the Chapel

Enquiries

Arrangements for weddings, baptisms and funerals or to hire the
Church Hall can be made by phoning on 0121 743 4955 or by emailing
vicar@stmaryschurchhobsmoat.org.
Any future articles can be emailed to: stmarysmag@googlemail.com
Website: www.stmaryschurchhobsmoat.org
Facebook: stmaryschurchhobsmoat
Twitter: StMarysHobsMoat
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Focal Point…
The month of May includes the feast of
Pentecost, when the disciples of Jesus
were filled with the Holy Spirit to enable
them to go out and obey Jesus’ command
to make disciples of all people in all
nations.
So, I encourage you to take part in ‘Thy
Kingdom Come’, a global initiative that invites Christians around the
world to pray for more people to come to know Jesus.
This takes place between Ascension and Pentecost and it is hoped that
everyone who takes part will deepen their own relationship with Jesus
Christ, pray for five friends or family to come to faith in Jesus, and
pray for the empowerment of the Holy Spirit so that we become
effective in our witness.
After the first Ascension Day the disciples gathered together, praying
whilst they awaited God’s gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Like
them, our reliance on God’s Holy Spirit is essential, on our own we can
do nothing.
There are booklets available which contain prayers for both morning
and evening prayer times. There are readings suggested at the back of
the booklet to use. These will be available the week before Ascension
Day.
I commend this to you all as we seek to deepen our own relationship
with God and draw others into a new relationship.
With every Blessing, Linda.
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Thy Kingdom Come
Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that invites Christians
around the world to pray from Ascension to Pentecost for more people
to come to know Jesus.
Since its start in May 2016 God has grown Thy Kingdom Come from a
dream of possibility into a movement. Christians from 172 countries
have taken part in praying ‘Come Holy Spirit’, so that friends and
family, neighbours and colleagues might come to faith in Jesus Christ.
This praying together has been across our diversity and differences as
every person, household and church are encouraged to pray in their
own way. According to our annual survey findings an astonishing
percentage of people said they were praying for family and friends to
come to faith in Jesus, and a significant number of people join in for
the first time, we recognise there is much more we can do together to
help Thy Kingdom Come be fully in the lifeblood of the Church.
During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, it is hoped that everyone
who takes part will:
Deepen their own relationship with Jesus Christ
Pray for 5 friends or family to come to faith in Jesus
Pray for the empowerment of the Spirit that we would be effective in
our witness
After the very first Ascension Day the disciples gathered with Mary,
constantly devoting themselves to prayer while they waited for the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Like them, our reliance on
the gift of the Holy Spirit is total – on our own we can do nothing.
Through the centuries Christians have gathered at that time to pray for
the coming of the Holy Spirit. ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ picks up this
tradition. Over the years more and more worshipping communities
have dedicated the days between Ascension and Pentecost to pray
‘Come Holy Spirit’.
We are praying that the Spirit will inspire and equip us to share the
Good News of Jesus Christ with our friends and families, our
communities and networks. It has been amazing how many varied ways
there have been in which people from every tradition have taken up
this challenge. The effects have been remarkable.
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It is our prayer that those who have not yet heard the Good News of
Jesus Christ and his love for the world will hear it for themselves, and
respond and follow Him. Specifically, we again invite each and every
Christian across the globe to pray that God’s Spirit might work in the
lives of 5 friends who have not responded with their ‘Yes’ to God’s call.
Whether you have joined in ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ before or not, we
invite you to take part – along with churches from over 80 different
denominations & traditions in nearly 90% of countries (172) around the
world.
“In praying 'Thy Kingdom Come' we all commit to playing our part in
the renewal of the nations and the transformation of communities."
Archbishop Justin Welby

Thought for the Month
God is real. God loves you. God wants the best for
you. Believe that. I do.
Chris Pratt

Thought for Each Day
There is no right time, there is just time and what you choose to do
with it.
Benjamin Franklin

Verse for the Month
In peace I will both lie down and sleep; for thou alone, O Lord,
makest me dwell in safety
Psalm 4 v.8
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PIANO LESSONS
Piano Theory Aural Harmony
JUANITA WATSON
B.A. Hons., C.Ed., CT ABRSM, ALCM
Honorary Fellow of the I.S.M. for Services to Music
All Levels – slow learners & visually impaired also
taught
Quavers, 35 Arundel Crescent, Solihull, B92 8RQ
Tel: 0121-706-3819

Carpentry & Joinery
All aspects of Carpentry & Joinery
•
•
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Garden Decking
Stairs & Banisters
Door Hanging
Kitchens Fitted
Fitted Cupboards & Storage
Alterations & Garage Conversions
Friendly & Efficient Service
Contact : Steve Tremayne
Telephone : 0121 743 8185
Mobile :
07906 233 288
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“Local Park of the Month” – May
Sheldon County Park
Sheldon Country Park is a
country park located in
Sheldon, Birmingham, UK.
Located near the Eastern
edge of the City, it can be
accessed via Ragley Drive (off
Church Road) next to St. Giles
Church. The park covers an
area of just over 300 acres of
grassland, wetland, hedgerows and mature woodland. The ground is
relatively flat and broad paths have been cut throughout the park to
improve accessibility. A hard-surfaced nature trail can be accessed
from the main car park.
A small dairy farm dating from the 17th century, the Old Rectory, is
located near the main entrance. The farm was home to the celebrated
clergyman Thomas Bray between 1690 and 1721. The Old Rectory Farm
has been fully restored and operates as a demonstration farm, showing
traditional methods of farming. Animals kept at the farm include
Jersey cattle, pigs, goats, ponies, ducks, chickens and geese. The farm
is open to visitors every day throughout the year and admission is free.
There is also a children's play area next to the Ragley Drive car park,
including some outdoor keep fit equipment. A viewing area for the
nearby Birmingham International airport has been created by the
installation of many benches at the one end of the runway.
Westley Brook enters the park by Coventry Road, passes by the farm,
and then continues its journey through the park, before it meets
Hatchford Brook and flows under the airport runway and then
continues on towards Chelmsley Wood.
© Wikipedia plus others

“The Moat”

Page 7

May 2021

The Moat Players
As we still await further guidance regarding the
easing of lockdown restrictions, the committee
are currently in discussions of how and when the
group will be able to meet up in person, and
what we would like to do for our first show in
over 12 months. As with all things, this is very
much dependant on any further guidance, which
we await to receive over the coming weeks.
We are always looking for new members, so if you are interested in
joining one of Solihull’s longest running amateur drama groups, drop
us a line at hello@moatplayers.co.uk, and we will let you know when
we are able to meet up again.

Foot Health Care Practitioner
Mrs Linda Colton Dip.CFHP.MPS
Member of the Alliance of Private Sector Practitioners
Friendly Home Visiting Practice

Telephone 07526 538760
Nail Trimming

Corn Removal

Ingrown Toenails

Callus Reduction

Thank You
I would like to express my thanks to the
many friends at St. Mary’s who have taken
time during these last months, when we have
all been stuck at home, to ring me and have
a little chat. When we were all “locked
down”, plenty of people called, but in recent
days people have got on with their own lives,
so it was even more of a pleasure to get a phone call and know that
they too were getting on with their lives. So, THANK YOU St. Mary’s.
Olwen Davies
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Hobs Moat Library
From Monday 12 April the following
services will be available:
➢ 30 minute Grab and Go offer so you can browse and select
your own stock
➢ Bookable PC access for up to 45 minutes per session. Some
walk in slots may be available.
➢ Library Joining
➢ Renewal or replacement of library cards
➢ General Library stock enquiries
➢ Loan of up to 10 items for 3 weeks minimum
You can also still order books from Hobs Moat Library using our Click
and Collect service.
Services not available at this location:
➢ Any group based activity including reading groups and
rhymetimes
➢ Physical newspapers or magazines
➢ Stock ordering or reservation
➢ Inter library loans
➢ Photocopying, printing or scanning
➢ Use of memory sticks
All visitors are asked to wear a face mask or covering in line with
current government guidance
All visitors are asked to provide contact details on entering the site in
line with the governments Test and Trace requirements
Opening hours
➢ Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 10.00am to 1.00pm and
2.00pm to 4.00pm
➢ Saturday from 10.00am to 1.00pm
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ROOF REPAIR SERVICE
Roof repairs from £30

Guttering cleaned from £15

UPVC Soffits and Guttering

Flat Roof Specialists

Chimney Cowl service to prevent birds and
rain entering chimney.

Vetted with Age Concern
Call Billy Sabin
07956 228842 / 0121 604 2104

“The Moat”

Page 10

May 2021

Saint Mary's Church, Hobs Moat, Solihull
PRAYER DIARY
Lord God, through our prayers help us to purify our desires & our worship;
help us in all things to seek your purpose for us. Amen.

MAY 2021
May 1

Pray for Wellsford Ave., Harvard Road, & Melton Ave.
For all who care for the sick, the lonely and the homeless.

May 2 Easter 5. Parish Communion 10am.
Pray for Beamans Close, Lyndon Rd., Campden Green
For Schools in the parish, Governors, Staff and pupils.
May 3 Pray for Daylesford Rd., Eastbury Dr., Blaythorn Ave.
For those who dust and clean St Mary's Church.
May 4 Pray for Dallimore Close, Norbury Grove, Cloudsley Grove
For all who are in employment & those unemployed.
May 5 For all organisations who use our Hall each week.
Pray for Ulleries Rd., Burford Close, Colesbourne Rd.
May 6 Holy Communion 9.30am.
Pray for Elkstone Close, Brackleys Way & Moordown Ave.
For those who are housebound especially Church members.
May 7 Pray for Windrush Close, Hobs Moat Rd, Hobs Meadow &
Evenlode Rd.
For the witness of St Mary's Church to all who pass by.
May 8 Pray for Westcote Close, Winchcombe Rd., Broadwell Rd.
For the staff and work of Lyndon Clinic.
For Linda our Priest in Charge and Sue who takes services.
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May 9 Easter 6. Parish Communion 10am.
Pray for Castle Lane, Greyfort Cres., & Arundel Cres.
For our servers and those who assist at Communion.
May 10 Pray for Dene Court Rd., Knightsbridge Rd., The Dell
For all who have disabilities which restrict their lives.
May 11 Pray for Onslow Cres., Summerfield Rd., Kimberley Rd.
For all who contribute to the music for our worship.
May 12 Pray for Highwood Av., Oakham Way, Gosford Walk
For those who work at Land Rover Factory and all who
travel through the Parish to work each day.
May 13 Ascension Day. Holy Communion 9.30am.
Pray for Berwood Grove, Rodney Rd., Dursley Close
For those who prepare “The Moat” Parish Magazine
Editor, Printers, Assembly Team, Distributors and Readers
May 14 Pray for Dovehouse Lane, Dovecote Close, Redfern Close
For the elderly & their pets who help them.
May 15 Pray for Castle Close, Faulkner Rd., Trinity Close
For Shop keepers and their assistants
For the Pastoral Team who visit the sick.
May 16 Sunday after Ascension Day. Parish Communion 10am.
Pray for Cranhill Close & Rodney Close
For those who wash and clean the altar linen at St Mary's.
May 17 Pray for Old Lode Lane, Jillcot Rd., Jeremy Grove
For those who beautify St Mary's Church with flowers.
May 18 Pray for Ebrington Ave., Glenside Av., Windsor Drive.
Pray for all Doctors & Specialists & all who care for the sick and
lonely.
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May 19 Pray for Merevale Rd., Odensil Green, Tanhouse Farm Rd.
Doctors & Staff at Hobs Moat Medical Centre and Meadowside
Surgery.
Deanery Synod. 7.30pm.
May 20 Holy Communion 9.30am.
For all sick people especially those in hospital.
Pray for Mayswood Rd., Linsey Rd., Cophams Close
For Sidesmen & women who welcome all who come to St Mary's
services.
May 21 Pray for Arlescote Rd., Frankton Close, Leafield Rd.
For God's blessing on all mothers, fathers and single parents
and grandparents.
May 22 Pray for Charingworth Rd, Leam Cresc., Lammas Close.
For those who serve coffee after our 10am services.
May 23 Pentecost. Parish Communion 10am.
Pray for Evenlode Close, Lode Lane, Hillhampton Close.
For those who are sick at home or in hospital.
For Lyndon Residents Association.
May 24 Pray for Kelham Place, Kempsey Close, Farmstead Rd.
For those who advertise in 'The Moat' Parish magazine.
May 25 Pray for St Mary's officials – Greg & Marina our
Churchwardens, Marina our PCC secretary, Vernon our
Treasurer.
Pray for Highcroft Close, Norgrave Rd. Woodhall Croft.
May 26 Pray for congregation members living outside the Parish, and all
who use the Fitness Centre and Ice Rink.
May 27 Holy Communion 9.30am.
Pray for members of PCC.
For Parkview Day Centre.
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May 28 Pray for HBCT; Lyndon Methodist, St Thomas More RC,
Sheldon Community Church, St Giles, Sheldon, St Nicholas,
Elmdon, St Mary's, Hobs Moat, Redeemed Christian Church of
God and Hermon Mar Thoma Church
May 29 Pray for all children, especially those who are ill-treated,
Cubs and Beavers who meet in our Hall.
May 30 Trinity Sunday. Parish Communion 10am.
Pray for the Emergency Services' Police, Fire and Ambulance.
May 31 Pray for vocations to the Priesthood and other ministries within
the Church.

If you have items, subjects or topics for inclusion in St. Mary’s Monthly
PRAYER DIARY, please send them to Revd. Linda Granner, either by
Telephone 0121 743 4955 or Email: vicar@stmaryschurchhobsmoat.org
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From the Archives
We’ve once again been delving into our
archives, and this month features St. Mary’s
Youth Club, which ran for many years during
the 1970’s and 80’s. They used to meet once
a week, under the guidance of many leaders.
They usually met in either the church hall,
upper room or Scout headquarters. They would spend the evenings
playing snooker, table tennis, darts, etc. whilst listening to records.
They went on many outings, several holidays, and often could be found
on a float being driven around Solihull Carnival.
That is what this month’s
photographs feature, with pictures
of a float entitled “Disco on the
Moon”, with members of the youth
club dressed up in a variety of
costumes.

If you have any other memories
that you would like to share with
us, please drop us a line to:
stmarysmag@googlemail.com.
“The Moat”
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Juanita’s Puzzle Corner
Hello Readers of the Magazine,
How many words did you manage to find in the word EASTER? The
Editor and I would be interested to know how you got on - especially
as I didn’t do very well!
The Fact of Fiction puzzle in the March Magazine was one of those
puzzles which could have been fact of fiction. The dinner party game
seemed a little unusual when the guests did not know what to expect
and therefore had no time to prepare what they were going to say (Do
people still have private dinner parties with several different courses
these days?). However, that guessing-game Dinner evening did actually
occur. I’m not sure whether I did well or badly when I told the guests
that I was a Musician, etc. as no-one actually believed me!
The magazine states that I played the organ in Germany. I did actually
do that. Somebody knew I played and I was invited to play for a Service.
It was quite thrilling as well as challenging as the whole service was in
German & when it came to following the lines of words in the hymns,
I found my German was not that brilliant. And that presented another
challenge of had we reached the last verse or the penultimate verse!
Lecturing in Cambridge usually makes us think of Cambridge University
and the Dons who teach there. So, did I actually do that? it seems
rather fantastic but it is actually true. I was invited to present a lecture
on “Music in the 16th century” to students from the Open University
who were on a weekend’s study course.
So, if you chose to take the ‘Fact’ option rather than the ‘Fiction’ one,
well done. Do please tell me what you decided – after all, a close friend
thought that none of those things were true, and she thought she knew
me well (I thought that too!). Life can be full of surprises can’t it. In
fact, as all those things happened a few years ago, when I look back at
them, I’m quite surprised myself! But photos and documents, etc.
remind me that they did all happen.
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Now for this month’s Puzzle:
Can you work out the names of these
towns and cities?
They are all in England except one.
They are all inland except two.
Only half of them have cathedrals.
1.

_ E _ _O R _

6. _ O _ T _ _ O _ T H

2.

E _ _

7. _ O _ _ I _ G _ _ M

3.

_A _ _ I _ F

8. _ O _ W _ _ H

4.

_ _ A _ K _ _ R N

9. _ A _ B _ I _ _ E

5.

_ O U _ _ E _ _

10. _ _ O _ D

Answers next month.
Have a Happy May Day (now called Spring Weekend) Holiday,
Juanita
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Olton Tavern Bowling Club
Bowling was allowed to commence on 29th
March, much to the relief of the majority of
our membership, who were keen to start
practising again and catch up with their fellow
members face to face. Certain guidelines still
have to be adhered too until there is further
relaxation on the restrictions. Four of our lady
members were the first ones on the green on that Monday morning and
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Another positive sign is that League
bowling is due to begin week commencing 17th May, allowing Clubs to
play against one another.
It has been a very difficult time for everyone and our Club is no
different. A lot of potential income was lost last season due to the
pandemic and fixed costs still had to be covered. Fortunately, our Club
was successful in our application to receive funding from Sport
England, which was greatly appreciated and has allowed us to
continue. Some Clubs may not be so fortunate.
Sadly, we have lost some members for various reasons during the last
12 months and some have decided not to return to the sport until they
feel more confident about the current situation. Hopefully, there will
be better times ahead for everyone.
Steve Myatt, Secretary

Ann's Mobile Hairdressing
Creative Hairdressing in your own home
Modern hairdressing undertaken
Cuts, Blow Waves, Perms, Shampoo & Set, etc
Reduced rates for OAP's

Telephone: 0121-688-1969
Mobile: 07809 408002
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SOLIHULL AND HALL GREEN MOWING SERVICES
LAWNS PROFESSIONALLY CUT
GOOD RELIABLE SERVICECOMPETITIVE RATES
PHONE – IAN ROBOTHAM (07919 073621)

“The Moat”

Page 19

May 2021

“The Moat”

Page 20

May 2021

“The Moat”

Page 21

May 2021

PARISH DIARY
Please note that all services listed
in the diaries below are dependent
on government Covid restrictions

St Mary’s Diary for May
Sunday

2nd

Thursday

6th

Sunday

9th

Thursday
Sunday

10.00 am

EASTER 5
Parish Communion

9.30 am

Holy Communion

10.00 am

EASTER 6
Parish Communion

9.30 am

ASCENSION DAY
Holy Communion

10.00 am

SUNDAY AFTERASCENSION DAY
Parish Comunion

13th
16th

Wednesday

19th

7.30 pm

Deanery Synod

Thursday

20th

9.30 am

Holy Communion

10.00 am

PENTECOST
Parish Communion

9.30am

Holy Communion

10.00 am

TRINITY SUNDAY
Parish Communion

Sunday

23

rd

Thursday

27th

Sunday

30th

Bible Readings for the Month
Readings for May:
2nd Acts 8: 26-end; 1 John 4: 7-end; John 15:1-8.
9th Acts 10: 44-end; 1 John 5: 1-6; John 15: 9-17.
16th Acts 1: 15-17, 21-end; 1 John 5: 9-13; John 17: 6-19.
23rd Acts 2: 1-21; Romans 8: 22-27; John 15: 26-27; 16:4b-15.
30th Isaiah 6: 1-8; Romans 8: 12-17; John 3: 1-17.
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Priest-In-Charge

The Rev’d Linda Granner

Church Wardens

Greg Dodd
Marina Downing

PCC Secretary

Marina Downing

PCC Treasurer

 743 4955
 vicar@stmarysc
hurchhobsmoat.org
 706 4859
 779 6866

Vernon Ford




779 6866
707 3583

St Mary’s Parochial
Church Council

Janet Turner
Juanita Watson
Jean Davies
Andy Knight
Janet Bott







743 4955
706 3819
705 6558
07570 122977

Magazine Editor

Andy Knight

Advertisements

Linda Granner

 stmarysmag@
googlemail.com
 743 4955

The Moat, Next Issue…
Do you have an idea for an article for the next issue of The Moat?
Any articles for future editions of The Moat will be gratefully received
and considered. They can either be put in the box at the back of
Church, or emailed to stmarysmag@googlemail.com.
The final date for submissions of articles for the June issue of The Moat
is Monday 10th May 2021.
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BANNOCK OF SOLIHULL
MONUMENTAL MASONS
Five generations of quality manufacturing and service
from a family business.
Large display.
Memorials, Additional Inscriptions, Renovations.
117 Streetsbrook Road, Solihull, B90 3PF
(Opposite Robin Hood Cemetery)

0121 744 1727

www.bannocksmemorials.co.uk
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