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St Mary’s Church, Hobs Moat
Priest in Charge – Vacant
St Mary’s House, 30 Hobs Meadow, Solihull, B92 8PN


0121 743 4955

 stmaryshobsmoat@gmail.com

Churchwardens

Greg Dodd
Marina Downing

706 4859
779 6866

Pastoral Ministry Team

Jean Davies

705 6558

Worship on Sundays
8:00 am : Holy Communion – Not currently taking place
10:00 am : Parish Communion or All Age Worship
6.30 pm : Wholeness and Healing Service (On 3rd Sunday) – Not
currently taking place

Midweek Worship
1st Tuesday of the month -11.00 am : “Reflections” Service – Not
currently taking place
Every Thursday - 9:30 am : Holy Communion in the Chapel

Enquiries

For arrangements for weddings, baptisms and funerals, please
contact Rev. Sue Shewring on 0121 448 1846
To make a Church Hall booking enquiry please email:
stmaryshobsmoat@gmail.com
Any future articles can be emailed to: stmarysmag@googlemail.com
Website: www.stmaryschurchhobsmoat.org
Facebook: stmaryschurchhobsmoat
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Focal Point…
I do hope you all enjoyed Christmas,
along with your families and friends and
feel ready to take on the challenge of a
New Year, which can find us with
feelings of both excitement and
apprehension, especially when we are
still in the midst of a pandemic.
Over Christmas I was thinking about the Three Kings, who we celebrate
on the Feast of the Epiphany early in January. They followed the star
that led them to Bethlehem, to visit the Christ Child. They brought him
gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh.
On the 2nd February we celebrate Candlemas, when Mary and Joseph
took the Christ Child into the temple as was the custom. Simeon a very
Godly and devout man full of the Holy Spirit, and worshiped in the
temple night and day, he was overjoyed to see the Christ Child and
took him in his arms and declared him to be the LIGHT OF THE WORLD.
This led me to consider what gift I would like to give to the world in
2022. I have decided I would like give the gift of HOPE. I thought it
would be good to signify this by lighting a candle in my home from time
to time to remind me of my intention, maybe you would like to do
likewise?
Whatever your plans for 2022, I wish you well. I leave you with the first
verse of Psalm 27.

Every blessing to you all
Jan Turner
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SOLIHULL AND HALL GREEN MOWING SERVICES
LAWNS PROFESSIONALLY CUT
GOOD RELIABLE SERVICECOMPETITIVE RATES
PHONE – IAN ROBOTHAM (07919 073621)

Thought for the Day
Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do
that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do
that.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Thought for the Month
Start by doing what is necessary, then what is possible, and suddenly
you are doing the impossible.
St. Francis of Assisi

Foot Health Care Practitioner
Mrs Linda Colton Dip.CFHP.MPS
Member of the Alliance of Private Sector Practitioners
Friendly Home Visiting Practice
Telephone 07526 538760
Nail Trimming
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PIANO LESSONS
Piano Theory Aural Harmony
JUANITA WATSON
B.A. Hons., C.Ed., CT ABRSM, ALCM
Honorary Fellow of the I.S.M. for Services to
Music
All Levels – slow learners & visually impaired also taught
Quavers, 35 Arundel Crescent, Solihull, B92 8RQ
Tel: 0121-706-3819

Carpentry & Joinery
All aspects of Carpentry & Joinery
•
•
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Garden Decking
Stairs & Banisters
Door Hanging
Kitchens Fitted
Fitted Cupboards & Storage
Alterations & Garage Conversions
Friendly & Efficient Service

: Steve Tremayne
“Local Park of Contact
the Month”
– July/August
Telephone : 0121 743 8185
Mobile :
07906 233 288
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Coffee Morning
On Saturday 5th March, we will be holding a
Coffee Morning in church to raise funds
towards the cost of the flowers that we will
use to decorate the church at Easter.
Everyone is welcome to join us for a cuppa, a
piece of cake and a chat.

The UK’s Top 10 Favourite Hymns
During this year, each month we will be looking at the Top 10 hymns
as voted for by people in the UK the last time that the survey was held
back in 2019, starting this month at the Number 10 most popular hymn,
and counting all the way down to the top spot in the December edition.
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No. 10 : I, The Lord of Sea and Sky (Here I Am Lord)
"Here I Am, Lord", also known as "I,
the Lord of Sea and Sky" after its
opening line, is a Christian hymn
written by the American composer
of Catholic liturgical music Dan
Schutte in 1979 and published in
1981. Its words are based on Isaiah
6:8 and 1 Samuel 3:4.
Schutte wrote the song at age 31 when he was studying theology at the
Jesuit School of Theology at Berkeley. He was requested to compose,
on short notice, a piece for the ordination mass of a deacon,
incorporating in the lyrics God's word, of Jesus as the light, and the
bread and wine of the eucharist.
Schutte's hymn is also sung in many Protestant worship services and is
found in multiple hymnals and missalettes.
In 2004 a survey conducted by the Tablet, an international Catholic
magazine, reported "Here I Am, Lord" as readers' 63rd favourite. A poll
conducted by the National Association of Pastoral Musicians found
among members that it came in second among "songs that make a
difference". In 2013 a survey conducted by Songs of Praise, "Here I Am,
Lord" was named as the six hundredth and fifth most popular hymn in
Britain. In 2017 America ran an article detailing the impact this song
has had on the spirituality of American Catholics. In the latest survey
carried out in the UK in 2019 "I, the Lord of Sea and Sky" was voted the
United Kingdom's 10th favourite hymn.
There has been some controversy because of the way the song is
constructed. It was most likely intended for cantor with the
congregation singing the chorus: the verses are written in the voice of
God "I the Lord of ..." and ending with a question "Whom shall I send",
and the chorus responding "Here I am Lord, is it I Lord" in the listener's
voice. Despite this, the song is very widely known, sung in full by many
congregations, and has crossed denominational boundaries and is now
used in a wide variety of Christian churches.
With meter 7.7.7.4 D with refrain, the tune is usually simply called
HERE I AM LORD. It has a 4/4 time signature, and in the key of G the
first few notes are GF G D C DD.
“The Moat”
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Thank you to the congregation of St Mary’s Hobs Moat for their support
of this very worthy charity.
The sponsored pupils write each term to their sponsors and include
their report from school. Reading through their letters reinforces my
knowledge of how completely their lives have been changed because
of EducAid Africa and people like yourselves. Here are young people,
mostly from a background of abject poverty who have been able to lift
themselves out of their situations by being provided with the education
that they really deserve. Their influence on their families, villages and
society as a whole will be so marked. For this they are truly grateful.
Here are some extracts from their letters to their kind sponsors in
Solihull.
I am pleased that you have given me wings to fly to my destiny, that
you care about me and remember me. I am saying a big thank you
for what you have done for me. May the Lord repay you for what
you have done.
Thank you once again for your kindness. You have made my dreams
become valid. I know that I will make it. I am working extra hard.
I am encouraged in moving on up the steps of my education life.
This has been possible because of your steadfast support and
amazing generosity. I really appreciate it and I hope that you will
continue having such generous hearts. May God bless you for your
charity work,
I am happy that I have one term remaining before finishing my
secondary education. I cannot forget that it is your support that has
made me reach this far and I thank you for helping me with the
school fees to continue my studies
Coming to board at secondary school from small village primary schools
is a huge change of lifestyle which is not always easy at first. Many
have never been away from home before. However, they know that
this experience and education will completely change their lives so
they grasp this opportunity with both hands and work “their socks off”
to enable them to succeed.
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I am glad to inform you that I am carrying on well with my education
despite facing a few challenges. This is due to the influence of
interacting with students from different localities which has helped
the change in my behaviours in school and maintain my grades. It
has been a difficult choice to make while alone in school. Indeed,
school life is interesting as I get informed and learn about right and
wrong things that one is supposed or not supposed to do.
My timetable has slightly changed where in my free time I have
included subjects that seem challenging to me whilst the other
subjects are fixed during the morning and night preps hour. In my
favourite subjects I try to do my best. Participating in different
activities at school besides making me physically fit has also made
me mentally fit as my thoughts are in school.
During my leisure time I am trying my best so that I do not allow
that time to pass without doing something in my studies. Because
of that I have prepared my personal timetable that guides me doing
my revision.
The school weather has been changing and there have been rain
and cold. Despite this weather I have got through it well. I have
not been ill and thank God for that.
In my leisure time I also read story books and the Holy Bible so as
not to be idle. In French we have learned more foreign things that
we did not previously know.
Their school day is long, with almost all lessons being taught in English.
In addition, the pupils contribute to the cleaning of the school and are
responsible for washing their own clothes.
Resources are very limited and EducAid Africa
helps by providing sponsored pupils with
appropriate revision materials and funding
essential educational trips.
Every sponsored 1st year pupil receives from us
a set of uniform, mattress, writing material, a
mosquito net and a calculator.

May 2022 be healthy, safe and happy for you all and
our very special Kenyan friends!
“The Moat”
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St Mary’s Church over the Christmas Period
Looking forward to the exciting future we at St Mary’s anticipate in
2022, we take the opportunity to look back over the very hectic
Christmas period we have just enjoyed.
We hosted Solihull Scout County Beavers
and Cubs when the Mayor, Councillor Ken
Meeson, presented the recipients of the
Bronze and Silver Chief Scouts Award
Certificates. Our congratulations go to all
those who achieved the highest award
attainable for their respective age groups.
We also welcomed many other Beavers,
Cubs and Scouts to three carol services;
every one filling the church with young
people and their parents. All three services
were in the
Mayoral Presentation
true spirit of
Christmas, supporting charities. The
money collected at the first two services
went to Newlands Bishop Farm Family
Care Trust, a charity that gives people
with learning difficulties work experience
focusing on manipulative skills and animal
husbandry. The third service attended by
1st and 2nd Olton Scout Groups is a
traditional service held each year when
everyone brings a wrapped present to go
to a child in deprived circumstances.

Gift Carol Service

Our principal carol service this year was
enhanced by projecting most entertaining
cartoon films depicting the various stages

of the Christmas story.
Not currently having a resident priest at the vicarage, we have taken
the opportunity to have a variety of different styles of worship with
various members of the congregation, and visiting friends, leading
services as our church grows in its ministry to the community.
“The Moat”
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Saint Mary's Church, Hobs Moat, Solihull
PRAYER DIARY
Lord God, through our prayers help us to purify our desires & our worship;
help us in all things to seek your purpose for us. Amen.

FEBRUARY 2022
Feb 1 Pray for Wellsford Ave., Harvard Road, & Melton Ave.
For all who care for the sick, the lonely and the homeless.
Feb 2 Pray for Beamans Close, Lyndon Rd., Campden Green
For Schools in the parish, Governors, Staff and pupils.
Feb 3 Morning Prayer 9.30am.
Pray for Daylesford Rd., Eastbury Dr., Blaythorn Ave.
For those who dust and clean St Mary's Church.
Feb 4 Pray for Dallimore Close, Norbury Grove, Cloudsley Grove
For all who are in employment & those unemployed.
Feb 5 For all organisations who use our Hall each week.
Pray for Ulleries Rd., Burford Close, Colesbourne Rd.
Feb 6 Epiphany 5. Parish Communion 10.00am
Pray for Elkstone Close, Brackleys Way & Moordown Ave.
For those who are housebound especially Church members.
Feb 7

Pray for Windrush Close, Hobs Meadow, Hobs Moat Road &
Evenlode Rd.
For the witness of St Mary's Church to all who pass by.

Feb 8 Pray for Westcote Cl, Winchcombe Rd, & Broadwell Rd.
For the staff and work of Lyndon Clinic.
For Sue and all visiting preachers during our interregnum.
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Feb 9 Pray for Castle Lane, Greyfort Cres., & Arundel Cres.
For our servers and those who assist at Communion.
Feb 10 Morning Prayer 9.30am.
Pray for Dene Court Rd., Knightsbridge Rd., The Dell
For all who have disabilities which restrict their lives.
Feb 11 Pray for Onslow Cres., Summerfield Rd., Kimberley Rd.
For all who contribute to the music for our worship.
Feb 12 Pray for Highwood Av., Oakham Way, Gosford Walk
For those who work at Land Rover Factory and all who
travel through the Parish to work each day.
Feb 13 Epiphany 6. Parish Communion 10.00am.
Pray for Berwood Grove, Rodney Rd., Dursley Close
For those who prepare “The Moat” Parish Magazine
Editor, Printers, Assembly Team, Distributors and Readers
Feb 14 Pray for Dovehouse Lane, Dovecote Close, Redfern Close
For the elderly & their pets who help them.
Feb 15 Pray for Castle Close, Faulkner Rd., Trinity Close
For Shop keepers and their assistants
For the Pastoral Team who visit the sick.
Feb 16 Pray for Cranhill Close & Rodney Close
For those who wash and clean the altar linen at St Mary's.
Feb 17 Morning Prayer 9.30am.
Pray for Old Lode Lane, Jillcot Rd., Jeremy Grove
For those who beautify St Mary's Church with flowers.
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Feb 18 Pray for Ebrington Ave., Glenside Av., Windsor Drive.
Pray for all Doctors & Specialists & all who care for the sick and
lonely.
Feb 19 Pray for Merevale Rd., Odensil Green, Tanhouse Farm Rd.
Doctors & Staff at Hobs Moat Medical Centre and Meadowside
Surgery.
Feb 20 2nd Before Lent. Parish Communion 10.00am.
For all sick people especially those in hospital.
Pray for Mayswood Rd., Linsey Rd., Cophams Close
For Sidesmen & women who welcome all who come to St Mary's
services.
Feb 21 Pray for Arlescote Rd., Frankton Close, Leafield Rd.
For God's blessing on all mothers, fathers and single parents and
grandparents.
Feb 22 Pray for Charingworth Rd, Leam Cresc., Lammas Close.
For those who serve coffee after our 10am services.
Feb 23 Pray for Evenlode Close, Lode Lane, Hillhampton Close.
For those who are sick at home or in hospital.
For Lyndon Residents Association.
Feb 24 Morning Prayer 9.30am.
Pray for Kelham Place, Kempsey Close, Farmstead Rd.
For those who advertise in 'The Moat' Parish magazine.
Feb 25 Pray for St Mary's officials – Greg & Marina our
Churchwardens, Marina our PCC secretary, Vernon our
Treasurer.
Pray for Highcroft Close, Norgrave Rd. Woodhall Croft.
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Feb 26 Pray for congregation members living outside the Parish,
all who use the Fitness Centre & Ice Rink.
Feb 27 Sunday Next Before Lent. All Age Worship 10.00am.
Pray for members of the PCC.
For Parkview Day Centre.
Feb 28 Pray for HBCT; Lyndon Methodist, St Thomas More
RC, Sheldon Community Church, St Giles, Sheldon, St Nicholas,
Elmdon and St Mary's, Hobs Moat, Redeemed Christian Church
Of God, Hermon Mar Thoma.
Pray for all children, especially those who are ill-treated.
Pray for the Emergency Services' Police, Fire and Ambulance.
Pray for vocations to the Priesthood and other ministries within
the Church.

If you have items, subjects or topics for inclusion in St. Mary’s Monthly
Prayer Diary, please send them by Email: stmaryshobsmoat@gmail.com
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What’s on at Hobs Moat Library in February
Opening Hours
Mon 10.00am – 1.00pm & 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Tues 10.00am – 1.00pm & 2.00pm- 5.00pm
Wed – Closed
Thurs 10.00am-1.00pm & 2.00pm - 6.00pm
Fri 10.00am – 1.00pm & 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Sat 10.00am – 1.00pm
Hobs Moat Striders & Strollers
Dates for the next meetings are Friday 11th & 25th February (10.15am
for a 10.30am departure). These free walks in the Hobs Moat area are
led by trained volunteers. No need to book, just turn up on the day.
The walk last up to an hour. The walk is suitable for everyone but if
you are unsure, please come along and find out more details. The
volunteers will be able to answer any questions or concerns you may
have.
Councillors Advice Surgery
Drop-in service for advice and information. Takes place the last
Saturday of the month, 10.00 am – 11.30 am. Next session is Saturday
26th February 2022.
Regular activities
• Little Hobbits – Weekly Rhyme time – Booking essential
• Reading Café – Monthly – Friday 4th February 10.30am –
11.30am
• U3A Poetry Group – Monthly – Monday 14th February 10.00am –
12.00pm
• Knit & Natter – Monthly – Tuesday 22nd February 10.30 –
12.00pm
• Literary Litter pickers – Monthly - Tuesday 15th February
10.00am – 11.00am
Half Term Activity
We are offering a Craft Activity for Children on Monday 21st February
2022 from 11.00 am – 12.00 pm. Booking is essential.
For more details, please phone 0121 743 4592
“The Moat”
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The Moat Players
Thank you to everyone who supported our Festive
Fete in December, which was a great success.
A few tickets are still available for our Michael
Buble tribute evening in aid of Marie Curie which
takes place in the Church Hall at 8.00 pm (Doors
open at 7.30 pm) on Saturday 12th February at a
price of £12 per ticket including a fish and chip supper (bring your own
drink). Tickets available by calling 07570 122977.
We are finally planning our return to the stage, and with this in mind
we are holding a Launch Night for our next show entitled “Return to
the Spotlight” at 7.30 pm on Sunday 27th February. The show will be
staged in June, and will feature many of our favourite songs from the
musicals. Feel free to pop along and meet us and find out more details.
As ever, we are always looking for new members, so if you have an
ambition to tread the boards, or are handy with a saw and hammer, or
can knock up a dress with a needle and cotton, or would just like to
pop along for a cuppa and a chat, please pop along one Thursday or
get in touch with us at : hello@moatplayers.co.uk
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Juanita’s Puzzle Corner
Hello and a very Happy New Year and how fast it seems
to be passing already. We hope you enjoyed the puzzle in the last
magazine and we hope you still have the answers ready to check.
1. Cheat, 2. Hearth, 3. Reach, 4. Ice, 5. Stocking, 6. Teach,
7. Mouse, 8. Auntie, 9. Star
Which of course spelt the word
We hope you enjoyed this puzzle
which really was 2 puzzles in one!
This month’s questions all have a
theme, can you work out what it is?
1) During what month do people sleep the least?
2) Some months have 30 days and some have 31 days. How many
months have 28 days?
3) Frederick died after a long and productive life of 87 years, but
this epitaph was written on his headstone:
Frederick lived a good long life,
He loved his children and his wife,
He was honest, kind and deserved nothing but praise,
Even if he only had twenty-one birthdays.
How is this possible?
4) Februalia was the Roman festival of ritual what?
5) On 16th February, 1659, what was used for the first time in
Britain as Mr Nicholas Vanacker settles a debt?
6) In the poem called 'The Months' by Sara Coleridge, if 'hot July
brings cooling shower' what does February bring?
7) True or false. It is possible to have Easter in late February?
8) What theme do all of these questions relate to?
Best wishes for 2022, Juanita
“The Moat”
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ROOF REPAIR SERVICE
Roof repairs from £30

Guttering cleaned from £15

UPVC Soffits and Guttering

Flat Roof Specialists

Chimney Cowl service to prevent birds and
rain entering chimney.

Vetted with Age Concern
Call Billy Sabin
07956 228842 / 0121 604 2104

Ann's Mobile Hairdressing
Creative Hairdressing in your own home
Modern hairdressing undertaken
Cuts, Blow Waves, Perms, Shampoo & Set, etc
Reduced rates for OAP's

Telephone: 0121-688-1969
Mobile: 07809 408002
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PARISH DIARY
Please note that the format of our
services may change at short notice
due to availability of clergy during this
period of interregnum.

St Mary’s Diary for February
Wednesday

2nd

1.00 pm

Knit & Natter

Thursday

3rd

9.30 am

Morning Prayer

10.00 am

Epiphany 5
Parish Communion

Sunday

6

th

Wednesday

9th

1.00 pm

Knit & Natter

Thursday

10th

9.30 am

Morning Prayer

10.00 am

Epiphany 6
Parish Communion

Sunday

13

th

Wednesday

16th

100 pm

Knit & Natter

Thursday

17th

9.30 am

Morning Prayer

10.00 am

2nd before Lent
Parish Communion

100 pm

Knit & Natter

9.30 am

Morning Prayer

10.00 am

Sunday next before Lent
All Age Worship

Sunday
Wednesday

20

th

23rd
th

Thursday

24

Sunday

27th

Bible Readings for the Month
Readings for February:
6th Isaiah 6:1-8, [9-13]; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11
13th Jeremiah 17:5-10; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20Luke 6:17-26
20th Genesis 45:3-11, 15; 1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-50; Luke 6:27-38
27th Exodus 34:29-35; 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2; Luke 9:28-36, [37-43a]
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Priest-In-Charge

Vacant



743 4955

Church Wardens

Greg Dodd
Marina Downing




706 4859
779 6866

PCC Secretary

Marina Downing

PCC Treasurer

Vernon Ford




779 6866
707 3583

St Mary’s Parochial
Church Council

Janet Turner
Juanita Watson
Jean Davies
Andy Knight
Janet Bott
David Abrahams
Rev. Sue Shewring







743 4955
706 3819
705 6558
07570 122977
706 6899



448 1846

Andy Knight

 stmarysmag@
googlemail.com

Magazine Editor inc.
Advertisements

The Moat, Next Issue…
Do you have an idea for an article for the next issue of The Moat?
Any articles for future editions of The Moat will be gratefully received
and considered. They can either be put in the box at the back of
Church, or emailed to stmarysmag@googlemail.com.
The final date for submissions of articles for the February issue of The
Moat is Monday 7th February 2022.
“The Moat”
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BANNOCK OF SOLIHULL
MONUMENTAL MASONS
Five generations of quality manufacturing and service
from a family business.
Large display.
Memorials, Additional Inscriptions, Renovations.
117 Streetsbrook Road, Solihull, B90 3PF
(Opposite Robin Hood Cemetery)

0121 744 1727

www.bannocksmemorials.co.uk
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