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St Mary’s Church, Hobs Moat
Priest in Charge – Vacant
St Mary’s House, 30 Hobs Meadow, Solihull, B92 8PN


0121 743 4955

 stmaryshobsmoat@gmail.com

Churchwardens

Greg Dodd
Marina Downing

706 4859
779 6866

Pastoral Ministry Team

Jean Davies

705 6558

Worship on Sundays
8:00 am : Holy Communion – Not currently taking place
10:00 am : Parish Communion or All Age Worship

Midweek Worship
1st Tuesday of the month -11.00 am : “Reflections” Service – Not
currently taking place
Every Thursday - 9:30 am : Morning Prayer in the Chapel

Enquiries

For arrangements for weddings, baptisms and funerals, please
contact Rev. Sue Shewring on 0121 448 1846
To make a Church Hall booking enquiry please email:
stmaryshobsmoat@gmail.com
Any future articles can be emailed to: stmarysmag@googlemail.com
Website: www.stmaryschurchhobsmoat.org
Facebook: stmaryschurchhobsmoat
Twitter: StMarysHobsMoat
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Focal Point…
October is Harvest time, it’s a time when we
focus on thanksgiving for the richness of
creation and all the work that our farmers and
horticultural workers do to grow our food and
maintain our farms, taking good care of the
animals so they can produce the best milk and
meat, for our tables. We only have to walk into our supermarkets and
see the enormous range of food on offer in order to appreciate all the
work that is done on our behalf. Saying thank you is most important, it
reminds us of our vulnerability and teaches us humility, it also enables
us to think of those less fortunate than ourselves.
On 4th October the church calendar celebrates St. Francis of Assisi Day.
What better saint could we be celebrating at the harvest time; he is
the patron saint of the environment and animals. His devotion to God
was expressed through his love of God’s creation. Throughout October
there are many harvest festivals in our schools and churches which will
give us the opportunity to thank God for his wonderful creation and all
his gifts to us.
While at harvest time we thank God for our food and rightly so, it is
good to remember all the other wonderful gifts and blessings our
gracious God bestows on us day by day. Our friends and families and
the people we meet every day, that enrich our lives.
My prayer for you all at this harvest time, is that you may rejoice in
God’s great generosity, and with St. Francis, adore him in his creation.
I leave you with the first verse of the hymn.
We plough the fields and scatter the good seed
on the land
But its fed and watered by God’s almighty hand,
He sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell
the grain,
The breezes and the sunshine and soft refreshing
rain.
Then thank the Lord, oh thank the Lord for all his
love.
Every blessing to you all, Jan Turner
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Thought for Each Day
Do not undertake any course of action, not even the
most lowly and insignificant, without first offering it
to God.
Padre Pio

Thought for the Month
God is the God of human history and He is at work continuously,
mysteriously,accomplishing His eternal purposes in us, through us, for
us, and in spite of us.
Elisabeth Elliot

PIANO LESSONS
Piano Theory Aural Harmony
JUANITA WATSON
B.A. Hons., C.Ed., CT ABRSM, ALCM
Honorary Fellow of the I.S.M. for Services to
Music
All Levels – slow learners & visually impaired also taught
Quavers, 35 Arundel Crescent, Solihull, B92 8RQ
Tel: 0121-706-3819

Rest In Peace
It was with great sadness that I heard of the death of Betty Kerry on
11th September 2022, and her husband Ray in May. They were faithful
members of St. Mary’s for many years, Ray helping whenever he could,
and Betty was a member of the Ladies Evening Circle from it’s
beginning until they moved to Bristol to be with their daughter, Diane.
Olwyn Davies
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The Top 10 Hymn Countdown Continues
No. 3 : In Christ Alone
"In Christ Alone" is a popular
modern Christian song written by
Keith Getty and Stuart Townend,
both songwriters of Christian
hymns and contemporary worship
music in the United Kingdom. The
song, with a strong Irish melody, is
the first hymn they penned together. The music was by Getty and the
original lyrics by Townend. It was composed in 2001.
"In Christ Alone" is considered a Christian credal song for belief in Jesus
Christ. The theme of the song is the life, death and resurrection of
Christ, and that he is God whom even death cannot hold.
The song is commonly known as "In Christ Alone (My Hope Is Found)"
and "In Christ Alone (I Stand)" taking verses from the song. It has
become very popular and has been the subject of many cover versions
and many language translations.
The Getty/Townend song should not be confused with the similarly
titled song "In Christ Alone" co-written by Don Koch and Shawn Craig,
originally recorded by Michael English on his self-titled debut solo
album Michael English, and many others.
The song was composed in 2001 and gained increased popularity first
in Ireland and the UK and then in the United States and internationally.
In 2002, Stuart Townend, the lyricist of the song, recorded it on his
own album Lord of Every Heart By 2005, it had been named by a BBC
Songs of Praise survey as the ninth best-loved hymn of all time in the
UK; By 2006, it rose to the No. 1 position on the United Kingdom CCLI
(Christian Copyright Licensing International) charts. "In Christ Alone"
appeared on CCLI's "Top 25 CCLI Songs" American songs list for the first
time in the February 2008 report although it had appeared in the CCLI
chart for Canada, Australia and New Zealand prior to that.
In 2008, the song was included in the release of Christian Worship:
Supplement for the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). In
2015, the song was listed among the "Fifty Favorite Hymns" in a WELS
survey.
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In 2010, Owl City's Adam Young recorded a version and offered it
through his blog. About the song, he wrote: "I'm twenty-four years old,
yet something about this song makes me bawl like a baby. The way the
melodies and lyrics swirl together is so poignant and beautiful. If I were
to count on one hand, the number of songs that have ever deeply
moved me, this one would take the cake. Last night I probably spent
more time actually crying at the piano than I did recording it. Such are
the secret confessions of a shy boy from Minnesota".
In 2013, the song was sung at the enthronement of Justin Welby as
Archbishop of Canterbury. Also in this year, a new bridge section was
added to the song by Kristian Stanfill and included in the live Passion:
Let the Future Begin recording.
In 2015, Julien Baker played a portion of the piano melody from In
Christ Alone at the end of "Go Home" on her album Sprained Ankle.
Baker later said about the song: "It holds a lot of memories for me—
being young in church, and the lyrics hold a lot of meaning when you
analyze them."

The Moat Players
Rehearsals are now well under way for this
year’s pantomime, “Adventure in Pantoland”,
where the folk of Land of Make Believe have had
their memories wiped, and with the help of
Fairy Honeysuckle, they “try out” the
characters in 6 different pantos, one per scene,
in their quest to find where they belong.
Performances will take place in St. Mary’s Church Hall at 7.30 pm on
Thursday 15th, Friday 16th and Saturday 17th December, with a matinee
at 2.00 pm on the Saturday. Tickets are available now at a price of
£8.00, and can be booked by calling the ticket hotline on 07563 625659.
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All Hallows’ Eve and All Hallows’ Day Celebrations
Around the World
All Hallow’s Eve (or Halloween or
Hallowe'en) is a celebration
observed in many countries on
31st October, the eve of the
Western Christian feast of All
Saint’s Day or All Hallows' Day. It
begins
the
observance
of
Allhallowtide, the time in the liturgical year dedicated to remembering
the dead, including saints (hallows), martyrs, and all the departed.
Ireland & Scotland
Ireland is considered the birthplace of modern Halloween, with its
origins stemming from ancient Celtic and Pagan rituals and a festival
called Samhain, or Samhuinn, which took place thousands of years ago.
Today, both Ireland and Scotland celebrate Halloween with bonfires,
games, and traditional foods like barmbrack, an Irish fruitcake that
contains coins, buttons, and rings for fortune telling.
Mexico
From November 1 to November 2, Mexico and parts of Latin America
celebrate Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) to honor those who have
passed away. It is believed that the Gates of Heaven open up at
midnight on October 31 and the souls of children return to Earth to be
reunited with their families for 24 hours. On November 2, the souls of
adults come down from heaven to join in the festivities.
Japan
At the end of every October for several years, nearly 4000 costumed
Halloween enthusiasts from all around the world have gathered in
Kawasaki, just outside Tokyo, for the Kawasaki Halloween Parade,
which is the biggest parade of its kind in Japan. However, not everyone
can simply join in the festivities. The Kawasaki Halloween Parade has
strict guidelines and standards for participating, so you have to apply
for entry and pay a fee before the parade begins (watching, however,
is free).
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The Philippines
Pangangaluluwa is a tradition in the Philippines in which children go
door to door, often in costumes, where they sing and ask for prayers
for those stuck in purgatory. While the rituals have increasingly been
supplanted by trick-or-treating over the years, some towns are working
to revive Pangangaluluwa as a way of keeping the tradition alive, and
as a local fundraiser.
Hong Kong
On the 15th day of the seventh lunar month, which is around mid-August
to mid-September, the people of Hong Kong celebrate the Hungry
Ghost Festival. In several parts of East Asia, people believe that spirits
get restless around this time of year and begin to roam the world. The
festival is a way to “feed” these spirits both the food and money they
need for the afterlife. It’s part of a larger month-long celebration that
also features burning paper and food offerings.
India
For 16 days during the second Paksha of the Hindu lunar month of
Bhadrapada, many people in India celebrate Pitru Paksha. In the Hindu
religion, it is believed that when a person dies, Yama—the Hindu god
of death—takes his or her soul to purgatory, where they'll find their last
three generations of a family. During Pitru Paksha, the souls are briefly
allowed to return to Earth and be with their families.
Poland
In early November, people across Poland travel to cemeteries to visit
the graves of their family members (Dzień Zaduszny is like the
equivalent of All Souls' Day for Catholics in the country). The holiday is
celebrated with candles, flowers, and an offering of prayers for
departed relatives. On the second day, people attend a requiem mass
for the souls of the dead.
Nigeria
The Awuru Odo Festival marks the return of dearly departed friends
and family members back to the living. Lasting up to six months, the
holiday is celebrated with feasts, music, and masks before the dead
return to the spirit world. Although the Odo Festival is an important
ritual, it happens once every two years, when it is believed the spirits
will return to Earth.
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Cambodia
From the end of September to the middle of October, Buddhist families
gather together to celebrate Pchum Ben, a religious holiday to
celebrate the dead. People give foods like sweet sticky rice and beans
wrapped in banana leaves, and visit temples to offer up baskets of
flowers as a way to pay respect to their deceased ancestors. It’s also a
time for people to celebrate the elderly.
Italy
All Saints' Day, November 1, is a national holiday in Italy. Better known
as Ognissanti, the festivities usually begin a couple of days before,
when people begin leaving fresh flowers—generally chrysanthemums—
on the graves of departed loved ones, as well as complete strangers,
turning the country's cemeteries into a beautiful display of colors.
Italians also pay tribute to the departed by putting a red candle in the
window at sunset, and set a place at the table for those spirits they
hope will pay a visit.
Bulgaria
Kukeri is probably the best costume party in the world. It’s a centuriesold Thracian tradition that takes place across Bulgaria over the last
weekend of January. People from villages and towns across the country
come together for the largest celebration, which is held in a Pernik
town square, just outside the capital city Sofia, to parade their
monster costumes. Each village has a distinct monster costume style,
but all are intended to chase evil spirits away. The costumes include
masks, hair, bells, and wooden structures that truly are impressive.
The parades go last for two whole days to ensure every group of
monsters has their chance to scare away the bad spirits.
Nepal
Gai Jatra is an annual festival that honors deceased friends and family
members with singing and dancing. The joy and laughter eases the pain
of grief while celebrating the dead. It takes place in the Kathmandu
Valley in July or August, depending on how the lunar Nepalese calendar
falls each year. People, usually the children present, don cow costumes
or put on cow masks. Gai Jatra has its origins in the Journey of the
Cow, a funeral rite where a family would parade a cow or ox through
town before donating it to the temple to ensure the soul of the
deceased family member finds peace.
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Saint Mary's Church, Hobs Moat, Solihull
PRAYER DIARY
Lord God, through our prayers help us to purify our desires & our worship;
help us in all things to seek your purpose for us. Amen.

OCTOBER 2022
Oct 1 Pray for Wellsford Ave., Harvard Road, & Melton Ave.
For all who care for the sick, the lonely and the homeless.
Oct 2 Parish Communion 10.00am
Pray for Beamans Close, Lyndon Rd., Campden Green
For Schools in the parish, Governors, Staff and pupils.
Oct 3 Pray for Daylesford Rd., Eastbury Dr., Blaythorn Ave.
For those who dust and clean St Mary's Church.
Oct 4 Pray for Dallimore Close, Norbury Grove, Cloudsley Grove
For all who are in employment & those unemployed.
Oct 5 For all organisations who use our Hall each week.
Pray for Ulleries Rd., Burford Close, Colesbourne Rd.
Oct 6 Morning Prayer 9.30am
Pray for Elkstone Close, Brackleys Way & Moordown Ave.
For those who are housebound especially Church members.
Oct 7 Pray for Windrush Close, Hobs Meadow, Hobs Moat Rd &
Evenlode Rd.
For the witness of St Mary's Church to all who pass by.
Oct 8 Pray for Westcote Close, Winchcombe Rd, Broadwell Rd.
For the staff and work of Lyndon Clinic.
For Sue and other visiting clergy who take services for us.
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Oct 9 HARVEST FESTIVAL Parish Communion 10.00am
Pray for Castle Lane, Greyfort Cres., & Arundel Cres.
For our servers and those who assist at Communion.
Oct 10 P.C.C. 7.00pm
Pray for Dene Court Rd., Knightsbridge Rd., The Dell
For all who have disabilities which restrict their lives.
Oct 11 Pray for Onslow Cres., Summerfield Rd., Kimberley Rd.
For all who contribute to the music for our worship.
Oct 12 Pray for Highwood Av., Oakham Way, Gosford Walk
For those who work at Land Rover Factory and all who
travel through the Parish to work each day.
Oct 13 Morning Prayer 9.30am
Pray for Berwood Grove, Rodney Rd., Dursley Close
For those who prepare “The Moat” Parish Magazine
Editor, Printers, Assembly Team, Distributors and Readers
Oct 14 Pray for Dovehouse Lane, Dovecote Close, Redfern Close
For the elderly & their pets who help them.
Oct 15 Pray for Castle Close, Faulkner Rd., Trinity Close
For Shop keepers and their assistants
For the Pastoral Team who visit the sick.
Oct 16 Parish Communion 10.00am
Pray for Cranhill Close & Rodney Close
For those who wash and clean the altar linen at St Mary's.
Oct 17 Pray for Old Lode Lane, Jillcot Rd., Jeremy Grove
For those who beautify St Mary's Church with flowers.
Oct 18 Pray for Ebrington Ave., Glenside Av., Windsor Drive.
Pray for all Doctors & Specialists & all who care for the sick and
lonely.
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Oct 19 Pray for Merevale Rd., Odensil Green, Tanhouse Farm Rd.
Doctors & Staff at Hobs Moat Medical Centre and Meadowside
Surgery.
Oct 20 Morning Prayer 9.30am
For all sick people especially those in hospital.
Pray for Mayswood Rd., Linsey Rd., Cophams Close
For Sidesmen & women who welcome all who come to St Mary's
services.
Oct 21 Pray for Arlescote Rd., Frankton Close, Leafield Rd.
For God's blessing on all mothers, fathers, single parents
and grandparents.
Oct 22 Pray for Charingworth Rd, Leam Cresc., Lammas Close.
For those who serve coffee after our 10am services.
Oct 23 Parish Communion 9.30am
Pray for Evenlode Close, Lode Lane, Hillhampton Close.
For those who are sick at home and in hospital.
For Lyndon Residents Association.
Oct 24 Pray for Kelham Place, Kempsey Close, Farmstead Rd.
For those who advertise in 'The Moat' Parish magazine.
Oct 25 Pray for St Mary's officials – Greg & Marina our
Churchwardens, Marina our PCC secretary, Vernon our
Treasurer.
Pray for Highcroft Close, Norgrave Rd. Woodhall Croft.
Oct 26 Pray for congregation members living outside the Parish,
all who use the Fitness Centre & Ice Rink.
Oct 27 Morning Prayer 9.30am
Pray for members of the PCC.
For Parkview Day Centre.
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Oct 28 Pray for HBCT; Lyndon Methodist, St Thomas More RC,
Sheldon Community Church, St Giles, Sheldon, St Nicholas,
Elmdon, Herman Mar Thoma, St Mary's, Hobs Moat and the
Redeemed Christian Church of God.
Oct 29 Pray for all children, especially those who are vulnerable.
Cubs and Beavers who meet in our hall.
Oct 30 Parish Communion 10.00am
Pray for the Emergency Services' Police, Fire and Ambulance.
Oct 31 Pray for vocations to the Priesthood and other ministries within
the Church.

If you have items, subjects or topics for inclusion in St. Mary’s Monthly
Prayer Diary, please send them by Email: stmaryshobsmoat@gmail.com
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ROOF REPAIR SERVICE

Roof repairs from £30

Guttering cleaned from £15
UPVC Soffits and Guttering
Flat Roof Specialists
Chimney Cowl service to prevent birds and
rain entering chimney.
Vetted with Age Concern

Call Billy Sabin

07956 228842
0121 604 2104
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What’s on at Hobs Moat Library in October
U3A Poetry Group
Come along to the U3A Poetry Group and meet poet Simon Fletcher.
Date for this special meeting is Monday 10th October 2022 from
10.00am – 12.00pm. Please contact library for more details.
Hobs Moat Striders & Strollers
Date for the next meetings is Friday 7th & 21st October 2022 (10.15am
for a 10.30am departure). These free walks in the Hobs Moat area are
led by trained volunteers. No need to book, just turn up on the day.
Refreshments are provided afterwards. The walk last up to an hour.
The walk is suitable for everyone but if you are unsure, please come
along and find out more details. The volunteers will be able to answer
any questions or concerns you may have.
Reading Café
Come along to our Reading Café for a comfortable, informal, and
enjoyable morning. The café runs 10.30am-12.00pm. Date for the next
meeting is Friday 14th October.
Knit & Natter
Date for the next meeting is Tuesday 25th October. 10.30am- 12.00pm.
Everyone is welcome.
Craft & Chat
Drop in for a friendly chat, try some crafts and be creative. These
sessions taking place every
Tuesday from 10.30am – 12.00pm
Literary Litter Pickers
Run by volunteers from within the community for the benefit of the
community. Join the litter pickers for an hour with refreshments
afterwards. Next meeting is Tuesday 11th October. 10.00am – 11.00am.
Meet at Hobs Moat Library.
Family History Explorers
Using Ancestry and Find My Past volunteers are on hand to help you
trace family members. The group meets fortnightly. Takes place every
other Saturday from 10.00am – 12.00pm. Please enquire at the library
for dates.
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Little Hobbits
Stories, rhymes and colouring for under 5’s. Every Thursday 10.15am –
10.45pm
(Term Time Only). Booking essential
Animal Antics
Animal stories and colouring for 2.5 years plus. Date for the next
meeting is Tuesday 4th October from 10.30am – 11.00am. Booking
essential
For further information please contact staff at:
Hobs Moat Library, Ulleries Road, Solihull. B92 8EB Tel: 0121 743 4592

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
The death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
II was announced by Buckingham Palace on
Thursday 8th September, with a statement
which read “The Queen died peacefully at
Balmoral this afternoon.The King and The
Queen Consort will remain at Balmoral this
evening and will return to London tomorrow”. There then followed 10
days of national mourning, with the state funeral being held at
Westminster Abbey on the morning of Monday 19th September,
followed by the service of commital at St. George’s Chapel, Windsor
Castle later that same day, where Her Majesty was laid to rest with
her beloved husband, Prince Philip the Duke of Edinburgh.
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York led tributes from Bishops of
the Church of England following this announcement.
The Bishop of Birmingham, David Urquhart said:
“The Late Queen’s extraordinary life of service has been an inspiration
and example for many generations. Her Christian faith was lived
personally and publicly everyday of her life and was expressed most
clearly in her compassionate and unifying Messages to the nation.”
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Puzzle Corner
We hope you enjoyed
the Sudoku puzzle in
last month’s magazine,
the answer to it is here:

Look out in next month’s edition for the solution to this puzzle.
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The Tuesday Club
The Tuesday Club has been meeting at St Mary’s
Church Hall for approximately 10 years. It is open
for any older person who wishes to meet up
socially for a couple of hours each week.
The Club was set up owing to a local Club closing
down because the venue was no longer available
which was previously held every Monday.
There are approximately 25 people attending the Club who can enjoys
Tea, Coffee, Biscuits and Cakes and have a good natter and gossip.
There is also Bingo, Raffle and they celebrate Birthdays.
In addition, the Tuesday Club organise trips out for a meal which is well
received. The Club provides an important place to meet for anyone
that may be suffering from isolation and loneliness.
The Tuesday Club is organised by some wonderful volunteers with
Patrick Bryant being the current Chairman.
If anyone is interested in attending the Club you can just turn up at St
Mary’s Church Hall, Hobs Meadow where the Club starts at 2.00 pm and
closes at 4.00 pm where you will be greeted with a warm welcome.

Carpentry & Joinery
All aspects of Carpentry & Joinery
•
•
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Garden Decking
Stairs & Banisters
Door Hanging
Kitchens Fitted
Fitted Cupboards & Storage
Alterations & Garage Conversions
Friendly & Efficient Service
Contact : Steve Tremayne
Telephone : 0121 743 8185
Mobile :
07906 233 288
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PARISH DIARY
Please note that the format of our
services may change at short notice
due to availability of clergy during this
period of interregnum.

St Mary’s Diary for October
Sunday

2nd
10.00 am

TRINITY 16
Parish Communion

5th

1.00 pm

Knit & Natter

th

9.30 am

Morning Prayer

10.00 am

HARVEST FESTIVAL
Parish Communion

10th

7.00 pm

P.C.C.

Wednesday

12

th

1.00 pm

Knit & Natter

Thursday

13th

9.30 am

Morning Prayer

10.00 am

TRINITY 18
Parish Communion

Wednesday
Thursday

6

Sunday

9th

Monday

Sunday

16

th

Wednesday

19th

1.00 pm

Knit & Natter

Thursday

20th

9.30 am

Holy Communion

10.00 am

TRINITY 19
Parish Communion

rd

Sunday

23

Wednesday

26th

1.00 pm

Knit & Natter

Thursday

27th

9.30 am

Morning Prayer

10.00 am

4th BEFORE ADVENT
Parish Communion

Sunday
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Priest-In-Charge

Vacant



743 4955

Church Wardens

Greg Dodd
Marina Downing




706 4859
779 6866

PCC Secretary

Marina Downing

PCC Treasurer

Vernon Ford




779 6866
707 3583

St Mary’s Parochial
Church Council

Janet Turner
Juanita Watson
Jean Davies
Andy Knight
Janet Bott
David Abrahams
Rev. Sue Shewring







743 4955
706 3819
705 6558
07570 122977
706 6899



448 1846

Andy Knight

 stmarysmag@
googlemail.com

Magazine Editor

The Moat, Next Issue…
Do you have an idea for an article for the next issue of The Moat?
Any articles for future editions of The Moat will be gratefully received
and considered. They can either be put in the box at the back of
Church, or emailed to stmarysmag@googlemail.com.
The final date for submissions of articles for the November edition of
The Moat is Monday 10th October 2022.
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BANNOCK OF SOLIHULL
MONUMENTAL MASONS
Five generations of quality manufacturing and service
from a family business.
Large display.
Memorials, Additional Inscriptions, Renovations.
117 Streetsbrook Road, Solihull, B90 3PF
(Opposite Robin Hood Cemetery)

0121 744 1727

www.bannocksmemorials.co.uk
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