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St Mary’s Church, Hobs Moat
Priest in Charge – Vacant
St Mary’s House, 30 Hobs Meadow, Solihull, B92 8PN


0121 743 4955

 stmaryshobsmoat@gmail.com

Churchwardens

Greg Dodd
Marina Downing

706 4859
779 6866

Pastoral Ministry Team

Jean Davies

705 6558

Worship on Sundays
8:00 am : Holy Communion – Not currently taking place
10:00 am : Parish Communion or All Age Worship

Midweek Worship
1st Tuesday of the month -11.00 am : “Reflections” Service – Not
currently taking place
Every Thursday - 9:30 am : Morning Prayer in the Chapel

Enquiries

For arrangements for weddings, baptisms and funerals, please
contact Rev. Sue Shewring on 0121 448 1846
To make a Church Hall booking enquiry please email:
stmaryshobsmoat@gmail.com
Any future articles can be emailed to: stmarysmag@googlemail.com
Website: www.stmaryschurchhobsmoat.org
Facebook: stmaryschurchhobsmoat
Twitter: StMarysHobsMoat
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Focal Point…
We enter November on a high. In the church’s
calendar, we celebrate two very important
days. On 1st November we celebrate All Saints
Day, otherwise known as All Hallows Day, or
The Feast Day of All Saints. In the Christian
Church, we remember all the men and woman
down the ages who have served God and the church faithfully, very
often under very difficult circumstances and even becoming a martyr
for their faith and belief in God, who have now attained heavenly
status. On 2nd November, we celebrate All Souls Day, when we
remember and pray for the countless people, and of course our own
loved one who have died. We cannot all be recognised as saints by the
Christian Church, but we are all called to faithfully serve God
throughout in our own lives. There are many wonderful people, serving
God in many different ways, often making tremendous sacrifices for
their fellow men and women. However, we serve God, in big things or
small, they do not go unnoticed by God, indeed it’s very often the
small unnoticed acts of service that will lead us into sainthood,
cementing our lasting relationship with our God.
It was a very sad day in September, when the late Queen Elizabeth II
died, and quite rightly the whole nation went into mourning. She was
a perfect example of service to her country and her God. The joy of
her relationship with her God shone out of her, and we send our best
wishes, prayers and condolences to our new King, Charles III, and the
rest of the Royal family.
I leave you with the late Queen’s favourite hymn.
The Lord’s my shepherd I shall not want
He leads me into green pastures and leads beside still waters.
He revives my soul and guides me along right pathways for his name’s
sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death.
I will fear no evil, for you are with me, your rod and staff comfort
me.
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
Every blessing to you all, Jan Turner
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Thought for Each Day
The will of God will never take you to where the Grace
of God will not protect you.
Unknown

Thought for the Month
It is not necessary to maintain a conversation when we are in the
presence of God. We can come into His presence and rest our weary
souls in quiet contemplation of Him. Our groanings, which cannot be
uttered, rise to Him and tell Him better than words how dependent we
are upon Him.
Ole Hallesby

Musical Thought for the Month
"Agnus Dei" was a woman composer famous for her Church music", so
wrote a schoolgirl in her exam paper.

PIANO LESSONS
Piano Theory Aural Harmony
JUANITA WATSON
B.A. Hons., C.Ed., CT ABRSM, ALCM
Honorary Fellow of the I.S.M. for Services to Music
All Levels – slow learners & visually impaired also taught
Quavers, 35 Arundel Crescent, Solihull, B92 8RQ
Tel: 0121-706-3819
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The Top 10 Hymn Countdown Continues
No. 2 : How Great thou Art
"How Great Thou Art" is a Christian
hymn based on a Swedish traditional
melody and a poem written by Carl
Boberg (1859–1940) in Mönsterås,
Sweden, in 1885. It was translated into
German and then into Russian; it was
translated into English from the Russian
by English missionary Stuart K. Hine, who also added two original
verses of his own. The hymn was popularised by George Beverly Shea
and Cliff Barrows during the Billy Graham crusades.
Boberg wrote the poem "O Store Gud" (O Great God) in 1885 with nine
verses. The inspiration for the poem came when Boberg was walking
home from church near Kronobäck, Sweden, and listening to church
bells. A sudden storm got Boberg’s attention, and then just as suddenly
as it had made its appearance, it subsided to a peaceful calm which
Boberg observed over Mönsterås Bay.
The first literal English translation of O store Gud was written by E.
Gustav Johnson (1893–1974), then a professor of North Park College,
Illinois. His translation of verses 1, 2, and 7-9 was published in the
United States in the Covenant Hymnal as "O Mighty God" in 1925.

The Moat Players
It’s nearly curtain up time for this year’s
pantomime, “Adventure in Pantoland”, where
the folk of Land of Make Believe have had their
memories wiped, and with the help of Fairy
Honeysuckle, they “try out” the characters in 6
different pantomimes, one per scene, in their
quest to find where they belong.
Performances will take place in St. Mary’s Church Hall at 7.30 pm on
Thursday 15th, Friday 16th and Saturday 17th December, with a matinee
at 2.00 pm on the Saturday. Tickets are available now at a price of
£8.00 and can be booked by calling the ticket hotline on 07563 625659.
“The Moat”

Page 6

November 2022

Advent Around the World
The word Advent derives from the Latin
adventus, which means an arrival or
visit. Advent is the beginning of the
spiritual year for churches, and it's
observed the four Sundays before
Christmas Day.
This year, Advent starts Sunday 27th November, Advent Sunday. Each
Sunday has a different spiritual theme and often involves the
ceremonial lighting of an Advent candle in anticipation of Christmas
and the birth of Jesus.
As with many aspects of any religion, Advent customs and practices
vary from place to place. Here are some Advent and general Christmas
traditions in various countries around the world.
United Kingdom
While many Advent and Christmas traditions go back centuries in the
United Kingdom, Christingles is a relatively new observance here. It
started with the Moravians in 1740s Germany, but it wasn't celebrated
in the UK until the late 1960s.
The word can mean both a symbolic item and a service. You make
Christingles from an orange, which you decorate with a candle, red
tape and sweets.
The Christingles service might involve prayers, readings and singing. It
also serves as a fundraiser for children's charities. It can be held at the
start of Advent all the way to Candlemas, but Christmas Eve is a
popular time to hold a service.
Mexico
Advent in Mexico brings the religious ceremonies known as Las Posadas
(Spanish for "The Inns.") This nine-day celebration that marks the
journey of Mary and Joseph is held from 16th to 24th December.
Each evening in cities and villages across Mexico, a child dressed as an
angel leads a processional, usually made up of children. They go to
selected homes, where they are denied entry but often given
refreshments. This custom is followed in some parts of the United
States, too.
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Austria
Austria is the birthplace of one of the most beloved Christmas hymns,
"Silent Night." The hymn is called "Stille Nacht" in German (the native
language of Austrians), and it was penned during the Christmas of 1818,
according to the website German-way.
The English version of the hymn we sing today has some variation from
the original, but anyone visiting Austria who happens to catch a
performance should immediately recognize the soothing sound.
The picturesque city of Salzburg, from "The Sound of Music" fame,
traditionally has numerous musical performances of the sacred hymn.
China
China might not immediately come to mind when you think of Advent,
but roughly 5.2% of the population of 1.4 billion is Christian.
Chinese Christians light up their homes with colourful paper lanterns
during Advent, and you might find red paper pagodas cut out and
placed in windows. They follow many of the traditions that were
brought by Western missionaries.
An emerging Christmas tradition is the giving of apples, sometimes sold
in stores wrapped in coloured paper.
Croatia
About 86% of the people in this Balkan Peninsula country are Roman
Catholic, and Advent is a big part of the religious life here. For some
Croatians, preparations for Christmas actually begin before Advent on
25th November, which is Sveta Kata (St. Catherine's Day).
Prva adventska nedjelja (or Advent Sunday) is the fourth Sunday before
Christmas, and the first of four candles in the Advent wreath is lit.
The residents of the capital, Zagreb, traditionally enjoy going to
outdoor wooden stalls selling handcrafted souvenirs, roasted chestnuts
and mulled wine. How much of that activity goes on through this
Advent season will depend on the course of the pandemic.
On Christmas Eve, Croatians eat "bakalar" (a type of dried cod).
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Germany
Families across Germany will set up an Advent wreath with four
candles, one for each week of Advent. They may gather around the
wreath each Sunday to sing carols and light another candle.
Stollen, which is similar to fruitcake, is one of the oldest Christmas
treat traditions in Germany. And Advent hosts may serve cookies that
are spread around their wreaths.
Hungary
Along with the wreath and Advent calendars packed with little
chocolates, another Hungarian tradition during Advent are the matins.
These are a daily Mass held every dawn from the first Sunday of Advent
to the first day of Christmas. You may hear it called the Angelic Mass
or Golden Mass.
A classic Advent treat in Hungary is the beigli. It's a rolled crust
traditionally filled with poppy seeds or walnuts.
Hungarians are a music-loving people, and various Christmas concerts
are traditionally held around the capital of Budapest and other cities
and towns.
Poland
For deeply Catholic Poland, Advent brings prayer, fasting and spiritual
preparation for Christmas, according to the Polish Women's Alliance of
America. People stay inside during the long, dark evenings making
decorations for the Christmas tree and handmade gifts, baking
Christmas cookies, and preparing other delicacies for the upcoming
holidays.
Poles traditionally attend early-morning Masses called roraty. It's still
dark out when they start. Attendees light candles during Mass,
symbolizing the coming light of day and salvation.
People also set up outdoor booths in village and city squares, decorated
in themes of Christmas, where they will pass out candy, little gifts and
cards.
Krakow marks the first Sunday of Advent by decorating beautiful Rynek
Square square with lights, boughs and garlands.
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ROOF REPAIR SERVICE

Roof repairs from £30

Guttering cleaned from £15
UPVC Soffits and Guttering
Flat Roof Specialists
Chimney Cowl service to prevent birds and
rain entering chimney.
Vetted with Age Concern

Call Billy Sabin

07956 228842
0121 604 2104
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Saint Mary's Church, Hobs Moat, Solihull
PRAYER DIARY
Lord God, through our prayers help us to purify our desires & our worship;
help us in all things to seek your purpose for us. Amen.

NOVEMBER 2022
Nov 1 Pray for Wellsford Ave., Harvard Road, & Melton Ave.
For all who care for the sick, the lonely and the homeless.
Nov 2 Pray for Beamans Close, Lyndon Rd., Campden Green
For Schools in the parish, Governors, Staff and pupils.
Nov 3 Morning Prayer 9.30am
Pray for Daylesford Rd., Eastbury Dr., Blaythorn Ave.
For those who dust and clean St Mary's Church.
Nov 4 Pray for Dallimore Close, Norbury Grove, Cloudsley Grove
For all who are in employment & those unemployed.
Nov 5 For all organisations who use our Hall each week.
Pray for Ulleries Rd., Burford Close, Colesbourne Rd.
Nov 6 Parish Communion 10.00am
Pray for Elkstone Close, Brackleys Way & Moordown Ave.
For those who are housebound especially Church members.
Nov 7 Pray for Windrush Close, Hobs Meadow, Hobs Moat Rd &
Evenlode Rd.
For the witness of St Mary's Church to all who pass by.
Nov 8 Pray for Westcote Close, Winchcombe Rd, Broadwell Rd.
For the staff and work of Lyndon Clinic.
For Sue and other visiting clergy who take services for us.
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Nov 9 Pray for Castle Lane, Greyfort Cres., & Arundel Cres.
For our servers and those who assist at Communion.
Nov 10 Morning Prayer 9.30am
Pray for Dene Court Rd., Knightsbridge Rd., The Dell
For all who have disabilities which restrict their lives.
Nov 11 Pray for Onslow Cres., Summerfield Rd., Kimberley Rd.
For all who contribute to the music for our worship.
Nov 12 Pray for Highwood Av., Oakham Way, Gosford Walk
For those who work at Land Rover Factory and all who
travel through the Parish to work each day.
Nov 13 Service of Remembrance and Church Parade 10.30am
Pray for Berwood Grove, Rodney Rd., Dursley Close
For those who prepare “The Moat” Parish Magazine
Editor, Printers, Assembly Team, Distributors and Readers
Nov 14 P.C.C. 7.00pm
Pray for Dovehouse Lane, Dovecote Close, Redfern Close
For the elderly & their pets who help them.
Nov 15 Pray for Castle Close, Faulkner Rd., Trinity Close
For Shop keepers and their assistants
For the Pastoral Team who visit the sick.
Nov 16 Pray for Cranhill Close & Rodney Close
For those who wash and clean the altar linen at St Mary's.
Nov 17 Morning Prayer 9.30am
Pray for Old Lode Lane, Jillcot Rd., Jeremy Grove
For those who beautify St Mary's Church with flowers.
Nov 18 Pray for Ebrington Ave., Glenside Av., Windsor Drive.
Pray for all Doctors & Specialists & all who care for the sick and
lonely.
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Nov 19 Pray for Merevale Rd., Odensil Green, Tanhouse Farm Rd.
Doctors & Staff at Hobs Moat Medical Centre and Meadowside
Surgery.
Nov 20 Parish Communion 10.00am
For all sick people especially those in hospital.
Pray for Mayswood Rd., Linsey Rd., Cophams Close
For Sidesmen & women who welcome all who come to St Mary's
services.
Nov 21 Pray for Arlescote Rd., Frankton Close, Leafield Rd.
For God's blessing on all mothers, fathers, single parents
and grandparents.
Nov 22 Pray for Charingworth Rd, Leam Cresc., Lammas Close.
For those who serve coffee after our 10am services.
Nov 23 Pray for Evenlode Close, Lode Lane, Hillhampton Close.
For those who are sick at home and in hospital.
For Lyndon Residents Association.
Nov 24 Morning Prayer 9.30am
Pray for Kelham Place, Kempsey Close, Farmstead Rd.
For those who advertise in 'The Moat' Parish magazine.
Nov 25 Pray for St Mary's officials – Greg & Marina our
Churchwardens, Marina our PCC secretary, Vernon our
Treasurer.
Pray for Highcroft Close, Norgrave Rd. Woodhall Croft.
Nov 26 Pray for congregation members living outside the Parish,
all who use the Fitness Centre & Ice Rink.
Nov 27 Parish Communion 10.00am
Pray for members of the PCC.
For Parkview Day Centre.
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Nov 28 Pray for HBCT; Lyndon Methodist, St Thomas More RC,
Sheldon Community Church, St Giles, Sheldon, St Nicholas,
Elmdon, Herman Mar Thoma, St Mary's, Hobs Moat and the
Redeemed Christian Church of God.
Nov 29 Pray for all children, especially those who are vulnerable.
Cubs and Beavers who meet in our hall.
Nov 30 Pray for the Emergency Services' Police, Fire and Ambulance.
Pray for vocations to the Priesthood and other ministries within
the Church.

If you have items, subjects or topics for inclusion in St. Mary’s Monthly
Prayer Diary, please send them by Email: stmaryshobsmoat@gmail.com
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Did you know.....?

that 'Nimrod', the piece of music we often
hear on solemn occasions, is just one piece - No. 9 - in a set of 14
variations by Edward Elgar (1857 - 1934) called the “Enigma
Variations”. Each variation has its own title or hints at one, named
after one of Elgar's friends and each variation was not exactly a musical
description of each friend but more often a depiction of some feat or
habit in the person's life. For example, Variation 11 entitled 'G.R.S.'
does not fit musically with the sort of person that Dr. G.R.Sinclair was
- organist of Hereford Cathedral 1899-1917 and friend of Elgar - but
shows us his dog! 'G.R.S.' challenged Elgar to set to music the dog's
escapade of falling into the River Wye and paddling upstream to find a
safe place to climb out. There is a lovely phrase at the end of the
Variation where one can picture the dog, once out of the river, giving
himself a good shake and water flying everywhere!
Variation 4 'W.M.B' shows W.M.Baker, a country squire, marching into a
room reading out a list of arrangements organised for his guests for the
day, then marching out and banging the door behind him! Elgar's wife
is depicted in Variation 1 and this variation appears tender and loving,
showing the love and high regard he had for his wife. but the Nimrod
of Variation 9 refers to a short stroll taken by Elgar with close friend
A.J Jaegar where Jaegar talked about the slow movements of some of
Beethoven's compositions and some phrases in that variation do hint at
the majestic writing of Beethoven.
Variation 9 has an interesting background. Nimrod was an Ethiopian
Hunter of great strength, mentioned in the Book of Genesis. "Jaegar",
a German word for hunter was also the name of Elgar's friend
A.J.Jaegar who was the publishing manager of Novello's and this was
the friend with whom Elgar spent much time discussing music.
Although Elgar had, up to the time of the 'Enigma,' (1899) composed
quite a lot of music, it was the popularity of the Enigma Variations
which brought him fame and put his name and his music on the musical
map, and it was Elgar's friends and those who knew him well who were
able to verify the names behind the 'masked' titles. The "Enigma" of
the overall title is thought to refer to a once well-known musical
phrase or contemporary song which was popular at the time. Many
people at the time and since, have tried to find the answer to that
puzzle and apparently it still goes on from time to time.
But so far, the answer has never been found!
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What’s on at Hobs Moat Library in November
U3A Poetry Group
Come along to the U3A Poetry Group to share poems and discuss. Date
for the next meeting is Monday 14th November 2022 from 10.00am –
12.00pm. Please contact library for more details.
Hobs Moat Striders & Strollers
Date for the next meetings is Friday 4th & 18th November 2022
(10.15am for a 10.30am departure). These free walks in the Hobs Moat
area are led by trained volunteers. No need to book, just turn up on
the day. Refreshments are provided afterwards. The walk last up to an
hour. The walk is suitable for everyone but if you are unsure, please
come along and find out more details. The volunteers will be able to
answer any questions or concerns you may have.
Reading Café
Come along to our Reading Café for a comfortable, informal, and
enjoyable morning. The café runs 10.30am-12.00pm. Date for the next
meeting is Friday 11th November.
Knit & Natter
Date for the next meeting is Tuesday 29th November. 10.30am12.00pm. Everyone is welcome.
Craft & Chat
Drop in for a friendly chat, try some crafts and be creative. These
sessions taking place every
Tuesday from 10.30am – 12.00pm
Literary Litter Pickers
Run by volunteers from within the community for the benefit of the
community. Join the litter pickers for an hour with refreshments
afterwards. Next meeting is Tuesday 8th November. 10.00am –
11.00am. Meet at Hobs Moat Library.
Family History Explorers
Using Ancestry and Find My Past volunteers are on hand to help you
trace family members. The group meets fortnightly. Takes place every
other Saturday from 10.00am – 12.00pm. Please enquire at the library
for dates.
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Little Hobbits
Stories, rhymes and colouring for under 5’s. Every Thursday 10.15am –
10.45pm
(Term Time Only). Booking essential
Animal Antics
Animal stories and colouring for 2.5 years plus. Date for the next
meeting is Tuesday 1st November from 10.30am – 11.00am. Booking
essential
For further information please contact staff at:
Hobs Moat Library, Ulleries Road, Solihull. B92 8EB Tel: 0121 743 4592

Vintage, Craft & Christmas Gift Fayre
at St Mary's Church Hall
Saturday 26th November 1-4pm - free entry!
We would like to invite you along
to our free, fun, community
Christmas event at St Mary's
Church Hall on 26th November
2022. There will be live music and
entertainment all afternoon with
vintage singer Reza Farrell, she
will also be teaching some old-time
dancing - no partner required!
Delicious afternoon teas, cakes
and refreshments will be served by Lily's Pop-up Tea Parlour. There will
be 25+ unique stalls from small local businesses if you would like to do
some Christmas shopping, plus we have a fantastic raffle, and prize for
the best vintage outfit. So please pop along for a cuppa and a singsong, dress up if you wish, it's a great festive afternoon out for the
whole family!
For more information, please follow Lily & Lolly's Ultimate Vintage and
Craft Fayres on Facebook.
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Puzzle
Corner

We hope you enjoyed the word
search puzzle in last month’s
magazine, the answer to it is here:

As we approach Remembrance Day, here is a short
quiz relating to the Royal British Legion and facts
about Remembrance Day.
1. John McRae wrote the poem 'In Flanders'
Fields' but what was his profession?
2. Who do we remember on Remembrance
Day?
3. On Remembrance Day, how long do people stand in silence?
4. What day of the year is Remembrance Day?
5. What was the first name of Mrs Michaels, the lady who made
and sold paper poppies to raise money for soldiers and
veterans after the First World War?
6. How old was The Royal British Legion in 2021?
7. What is the symbol of The Royal British Legion?
8. Which poppy factory makes nearly 30 million poppies per
year?
9. What is the main area of The Royal British Legion’s charitable
work?
10. When was the Royal British Legion founded?
Look out in next month’s edition for the solution to this puzzle.
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Carpentry & Joinery
All aspects of Carpentry & Joinery
•
•
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Garden Decking
Stairs & Banisters
Door Hanging
Kitchens Fitted
Fitted Cupboards & Storage
Alterations & Garage Conversions
Friendly & Efficient Service
Contact : Steve Tremayne
Telephone : 0121 743 8185
Mobile :
07906 233 288

Coffee Morning
Come along and join us in church on the morning of Saturday 12th
November from 10.00 am – 12.00 pm for a cuppa, a slice of cake and a
chat, and help us raise some funds for St. Mary’s.
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PARISH DIARY
Please note that the format of our
services may change at short notice
due to availability of clergy during this
period of interregnum.

St Mary’s Diary for November
Wednesday

2nd

1.00 pm

Knit & Natter

Thursday

3rd

9.30 am

Morning Prayer

10.00 am

THIRD BEFORE ADVENT
Parish Communion

Sunday

6

th

Wednesday

9th

1.00 pm

Knit & Natter

Thursday

10th

9.30 am

Morning Prayer

Saturday

12

th

10.00 am

Coffee Morning

Sunday

13th
10.30 am

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Service of Rembrance and Church
Parade

14th

7.00 pm

P.C.C.

Wednesday

16

th

1.00 pm

Knit & Natter

Thursday

17th

9.30 am

Holy Communion

10.00 am

CHRIST THE KING
Parish Communion

Monday

th

Sunday

20

Wednesday

23rd

1.00 pm

Knit & Natter

Thursday

24th

9.30 am

Morning Prayer

10.00 am

ADVENT SUNDAY
Parish Communion
Knit & Natter

th

Sunday

27

Wednesday

30th
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Priest-In-Charge

Vacant



743 4955

Church Wardens

Greg Dodd
Marina Downing




706 4859
779 6866

PCC Secretary

Marina Downing

PCC Treasurer

Vernon Ford




779 6866
707 3583

St Mary’s Parochial
Church Council

Janet Turner
Juanita Watson
Jean Davies
Andy Knight
Janet Bott
David Abrahams
Rev. Sue Shewring







743 4955
706 3819
705 6558
07570 122977
706 6899



448 1846

Andy Knight

 stmarysmag@
googlemail.com

Magazine Editor

The Moat, Next Issue…
Do you have an idea for an article for the next issue of The Moat?
Any articles for future editions of The Moat will be gratefully received
and considered. They can either be put in the box at the back of
Church, or emailed to stmarysmag@googlemail.com.
The final date for submissions of articles for the December edition of
The Moat is Monday 14th November 2022.
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BANNOCK OF SOLIHULL
MONUMENTAL MASONS
Five generations of quality manufacturing and service
from a family business.
Large display.
Memorials, Additional Inscriptions, Renovations.
117 Streetsbrook Road, Solihull, B90 3PF
(Opposite Robin Hood Cemetery)

0121 744 1727

www.bannocksmemorials.co.uk
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