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Churchwardens TBC ( 

 TBC ( 

   

Pastoral Ministry Team  TBC ( 

   

          

Worship on Sundays 

9:30 am : Parish Communion or All Age Worship 

 

Midweek Worship  

Every Thursday - 9:30 am : Holy Communion or Morning Prayer in the 
Chapel 

Enquiries 
For arrangements for weddings, baptisms and funerals , please 
contact Rev. Bekah Clark on 07462 038151 

To make a Church Hall booking enquiry please email: 
stmaryshobsmoat@gmail.com 

Any future articles can be emailed to: stmarysmag@googlemail.com 

Website: www.stmaryschurchhobsmoat.org  

 

St Maryõs Church, Hobs Moat 

Vicar ï Rev. Bekah Clark 

St Maryõs Church, Hobs Meadow, Solihull, B92 8PN 

( 07462 038151 

: revbekahclark@gmail.com 

Facebook: stmaryschurchhobsmoat 

X: StMarysHobsMoat     

mailto:stmaryshobsmoat@gmail.com
mailto:stmarysmag@googlemail.com
http://www.stmaryschurchhobsmoat.org/
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Focal Pointé 

I can hardly believe that it is now over a year 
since I was licensed as Vicar of St Maryõs Hobs 
Moat and Rector of Elmdon. In some ways I 
feel like Iõve been here much longer - I am 
feeling very settled - but in other ways, I still 
feel quite new - often when I am trying to find 
something or somewhere! 

It has been wonderful to meet so many people over the last year as I 
have begun to get to know the St Maryõs church family and the wider 
community. The St Maryõs site is a hive of activity and there is much 
to give thanks for, as we wave to one another acr oss the car park, 
share conversations and join together in worship.  

I didnõt notice it at the time, but I was licensed on the first day of 
spring - 20th March, a fitting day for a new beginning. And many of the 
signs of new life that we associate with spring point us to Easter. The 
emergence of green shoots as a metaphor for Christõs resurrection is 
picked up throughout the words of the great Easter hymn Now The 
Green Blade Riseth. 

Spring, then, is a great reminder of the Christian vocation, to be Easter 
people: people who have encountered the transforming power of the 
Risen Christ, the Lord of life. Because of Jesus, we can have hope that 
sin, suffering and death do not get the fina l say. The resurrection is 
the beginning of Godõs work of new creation. 

C. S. Lewisõ expresses this powerfully in the character of Aslan in The 
Lion, The Witch And The Wardrobe:  

 Wrong will be right, when Aslan comes in sight,  
 At the sound of his roar, sorrows will be no more,  
 When he bares his teeth, winter meets its death,  
 And when he shakes his mane, we shall have spring again. 

As we look to the future at St Maryõs, my prayer is that in all that we 
do, as individuals and as a church, we will be Easter people: people 
who invite Jesus to spring -clean the cobwebs and people who look for 
and nurture signs of new life in this new seas on. 

Life isnõt always easy, perhaps for you, itõs not easy most of the time.  
The same goes for church life - there is much joy in Christian 
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community, but there are the challenges of stretched resources and 
aging buildings.  

The Good News of Jesus Christ is that in all things we can have hope, 
because itõs God that invites us to be part of his transforming work, 
not the other way round. So, in all that lies ahead, letõs seek Jesus, 
the Lord of life, and allow him to do his transforming work in and 
through us. 

Every blessing, 

Bekah 

 

Thought for May 

Hope is that thing inside us that insists, despite all 
the evidence to the contrary, that something better 
awaits us if we have the courage to reach for it and 
to work for it and to fight for it . 

Barack Obama 
 

Thought for June 

Happiness is not something ready made. It comes from your own 
actions. 

Dalai Lama XIV 
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St Maryõs Market and Car Boot Sale 

Our next St. Maryõs Market and Car Boot Sales of 2024 will take place 
on the church car park on Saturday 18th May and 15th June. They are a 
good chance to have a spring clean of your unwanted items, and make 
a bit of money. No need to book a place, just turn up on the day as we 
have plenty of space ð still a bargain at only £6 per car. Refreshments 
are available.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

** New Sunday Service Time ** 
9.30am from Sunday 14th April 

A reminder that our Sunday Morning Services 
at St Maryõs now start at 9.30am and last for 
around 45/50 minutes. 

 

This is to enable Bekah to be at both St Maryõs and Elmdon Church on 
the same Sunday. The usual pattern will be: 

If you would like to discuss the change of time further, or have any 
concerns or questions, please do speak to Bekah. 

Carpentry & Joinery 

All aspects of Carpentry & Joinery 

¶ Garden Decking 

¶ Stairs & Banisters 
Á Door Hanging                                              
Á Kitchens Fitted 
Á Fitted Cupboards & Storage 
Á Alterations & Garage Conversions 
Á Friendly & Efficient Service    

Contact : Steve Tremayne 

Telephone :   0121 743 8185 
Mobile :         07906 233 288 
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The Bible Course 

Tuesdays 16th, 23rd & 30th April, 14th & 28th May, 
4th & 11th June - 7.30-8.45pm at St Maryõs. 

The course combines video teaching, group 
discussion, personal reflection and daily readings. It will help you 
explore the BIG story and will increase your confidence, equip you to 
read the Bible better and help you to see its relevance to daily life. It 
provides a birds-eye view of the worldõs bestselling book. 

 

The Moat Players 

Rehearsals are now well under way for our next 
show, entitled ôJukebox Jumbleõ. As the title 
suggests, the show features a mixture of classic 
songs, ranging from the 1940s up till the 1990s, so 
there will be something for everyone. Show dates 

are 4th, 5th & 6th July, and tickets are available now via our Ticket 
Hotline on 07563 625659.  

We always welcome new members, so if you are interested in joining 
our friendly group, feel free to pop along to the Church Hall on a 
Thursday or Sunday evening, and meet us. 
 

 

British Folklore Facts Throughout the 
Year 

As we journey on through 2024, we carry on looking at 
some of the weird and wonderful British folklore facts 
and stories from our little island which relate to each 
month of the year (courtesy of Projectbritain.com), 
continuing in this monthõs edition by looking at May and 
June. 
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May Day 
In Britain, as in most parts of Western Europe, May 
Day marked the end of the harsh winter months, 
welcomed the beginning of Summer, and 
optimistically looked forward to the bright and 
productive months. For our ancestors, largely in 

rural areas, it was a major annual festival and was celebrated 
throughout the country, especially on the first of May with music, 
dancing and game. Traditional May Day celebrations included dancing 
around maypoles and the appearance of 'hobby horses' and characters 
such as 'Robin Hood' and 'Jack in Green'. 

May Day Superstition 
First thing in the morning on May 1st, young girls used to rush out into 
the garden to wash their faces in the May dew. 

Why? 
There is an old tale that says that May dew has magic properties and 
that anyone who has washed their face in it will have a beautiful 
complexion all through the year. This dew was supposed to be able to 
remove freckles and also spots and pimples. 

Oak Apple Day (Pinch-Bum Day) 
This is the day that traditionally people wear oak apples or oak leaves 
pinned to them to remember that on May 29th King Charles ll returned 
triumphantly to London after the restoration of the monarchy in 1660. 

The reason for the wearing of oak apples or oak leaves was to celebrate 
the King's narrow escape from capture by Cromwell's soldiers by hiding 
in an oak tree. Until well into the twentieth century, anyone caught 
not wearing an oak leaf or oak apple on 29th May could be pinched, 
kicked, or otherwise abused. Whipping with nettles was a favourite 
punishment, hence the name 'Nettle Day' in some areas. 

Arbor Tree Day 

Arbor Day, on the last Sunday in May, is the Sunday nearest to Oak Apple 
Day. In Aston-on-Clun in Shropshire, a large tree standing in the centre 
of the village is decorated with flags on the last Sunday in May. The 
flags stay on the tree until the following May. Aston-on-Clun is the only 
place in the UK that still marks this ancient tradition. 

People say that in 1786 the local landowner John Marston married on 
May 29th and, when passing through the village, saw the villagers 
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celebrating Arbor Day. The bride thought that the tree looked so 
beautiful covered in flags, that she gave money to the village to allow 
the custom to continue. 

Well Dressing 
At different times during June there are ceremonies 
called 'well dressings'. Springs and wells of fresh 
water that come from the underground streams 
have always seem to be magical things, so some 
wells are honoured with decorations. The 

decorations consist of branches of greenery and amazingly beautiful 
pictures made of flower petals and moss. 

The Longest Day 
The longest day of the year is 21st June or 22nd June. It is the day when 
the sun is at its most northerly point and this is why it is "the longest 
day". In Wiltshire, there is a circle of huge stones at a place called 
Stonehenge, and hundreds of people go there to watch the 

sun rise on 21st June. These stones have stood in Wiltshire for thousands 
of years and no one knows how they got there. They are not local stone 
and so whoever placed them there had to somehow transport them 
over several miles. 

Midsummerõs Day 
The middle of summer comes after the longest day on 24th June, and 
it is a time associated with witches, magic, fairies and dancing. On the 
eve of Midsummer's Day, many bonfires used to be burnt all over the 
country. This was in praise of the sun, for the days were getting shorter 
and the sun appeared to be getting weaker, so people would light fires 
to try and strengthen the sun. 

Midsummer's Superstitions 
Roses are of special importance on Midsummer's Eve. It is said that any 
rose picked on Midsummer's Eve, or Midsummer's Day will keep fresh 
until Christmas. 

At midnight on Midsummer's Eve, young girls should scatter rose petals 
before them and say: 

Rose leaves, rose leaves, rose leaves I strew. 
He that will love me, come after me now. 

Then the next day, Midsummer's Day, their true love will visit them. 
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Saint Mary's Church, Hobs Moat, Solihull 
 

02!9%2 $)!29 
Lord God, through our prayers help us to purify our desires & our worship; 

help us in all things to seek your purpose for us. Amen. 

 

-!9 ΤΡΤΦ 
 
May 1   Pray for Wellsford Ave., Harvard Road, & Melton Ave. 

              For all who care for the sick, the lonely and the homeless. 

               

May 2   Morning Prayer 9.30am 

Pray for Beamans Close, Lyndon Rd., Campden Green 

             For Schools in the parish, Governors, Staff and pupils. 

 

May 3   Pray for Daylesford Rd., Eastbury Dr., Blaythorn Ave. 

              For those who dust and clean St Maryôs Church. 

 

May 4   Pray for Dallimore Close, Norbury Grove, Cloudsley Grove 

             For all who are in employment & those unemployed. 

 

May 5   All Age Morning Worship 9.30am 

For all organisations who use our Hall each week. 

              Pray for Ulleries Rd., Burford Close, Colesbourne Rd. 

 

May 6   Pray for Elkstone Close, Brackleys Way & Moordown Ave. 

             For those who are housebound especially Church members. 

 

May 7 Pray for Windrush Close, Hobs Meadow, Hobs Moat Rd & 

             Evenlode Rd. 

             For the witness of St Maryôs Church to all who pass by. 

 

May 8   Pray for Westcote Close, Winchcombe Rd, Broadwell Rd. 

             For the staff and work of Lyndon Clinic. 

             For Bekah and Sue, and all others who take services for us. 
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May 9   Holy Communion 9.30am 

Pray for Castle Lane, Greyfort Cres., & Arundel Cres.  

              For our servers and those who assist at Communion. 

               

May 10 Pray for Dene Court Rd., Knightsbridge Rd., The Dell 

             For all who have disabilities which restrict their lives. 

 

May 11 Pray for Onslow Cres., Summerfield Rd., Kimberley Rd. 

              For all who contribute to the music for our worship. 

 

May 12 Parish Communion 9.30am  

Pray for Highwood Av., Oakham Way, Gosford Walk 

              For those who work at Land Rover Factory and all who 

             travel through the Parish to work each day. 

 

May 13 Pray for Berwood Grove, Rodney Rd., Dursley Close 

              For those who prepare ñThe Moatò Parish Magazine 

              Editor, Printers, Assembly Team, Distributors and Readers 

 

May 14 Morning Prayer & Lent Group 9.30am 

Pray for Dovehouse Lane, Dovecote Close, Redfern Close 

              For the elderly & their pets who help them. 

 

May 15 Pray for Castle Close, Faulkner Rd., Trinity Close 

              For Shop keepers and their assistants. 

              For the Pastoral Team who visit the sick. 

 

May 16 Morning Prayer 9.30am 

Pray for Cranhill Close & Rodney Close 

              For those who wash and clean the altar linen at St Maryôs. 

 

May 17 Pray for Old Lode Lane, Jillcot Rd., Jeremy Grove 

              For those who beautify St Maryôs Church with flowers. 

 

May 18 Pray for Ebrington Ave., Glenside Av., Windsor Drive. 

              For all Doctors & Specialists & all who care for the sick and 

              lonely. 
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May 19 Morning Worship 9.30am  

Pray for Merevale Rd., Odensil Green, Tanhouse Farm Rd. 

For all Doctors & Staff at Hobs Moat Medical Centre and 

Meadowside Surgery. 

 

May 20 For all sick people especially those in hospital. 

              Pray for Mayswood Rd., Linsey Rd., Cophams Close 

              For Sidesmen & women who welcome all who come to St Maryôs 

              services. 

 

May 21 Holy Communion & Lent Group 9.30am 

Pray for Arlescote Rd., Frankton Close, Leafield Rd. 

For God's blessing on all mothers, fathers, single parents and 

grandparents. 

 

May 22 Pray for Charingworth Rd, Leam Cresc., Lammas Close. 

              For those who serve coffee after our 10am services. 

 

May 23 Holy Communion 9.30am 

Pray for Evenlode Close, Lode Lane, Hillhampton Close. 

              For those who are sick at home and in hospital. 

              For Lyndon Residents Association. 

 

May 24 Pray for Kelham Place, Kempsey Close, Farmstead Rd. 

              For those who advertise in 'The Moat' Parish magazine.  

 

May 25 Pray for St Maryôs officials ï Greg & Jan our Churchwardens, 

Mayina our PCC secretary, Vernon our Treasurer. 

             Pray for Highcroft Close, Norgrave Rd. Woodhall Croft. 

 

May 26 Parish Communion 9.30am  

Pray for congregation members living outside the Parish,  

              all who use the Fitness Centre & Ice Rink. 

                           

May 27 Pray for members of the PCC. 

              For Parkview Day Centre. 

 

May 28 Pray for HBCT; Lyndon Methodist, St Thomas More RC,  

              Sheldon Community Church, St Giles, Sheldon, St Nicholas,  

              Elmdon, Herman Mar Thoma, St Mary's, Hobs Moat and the  
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              Redeemed Christian Church of God.          

 

May 29 Pray for all children, especially those who are vulnerable. 

             Cubs and Beavers who meet in our hall. 

 

May 30 Morning Prayer 9.30am  

Pray for the Emergency Services' Police, Fire and Ambulance.  

  

May 31 Pray for vocations to the Priesthood and other ministries within 

              the Church.   

 

*5.% ΤΡΤΦ 
 
Jun 1   Pray for Wellsford Ave., Harvard Road, & Melton Ave. 

              For all who care for the sick, the lonely and the homeless. 

               

Jun 2   All Age Morning Worship 9.30am 

Pray for Beamans Close, Lyndon Rd., Campden Green 

             For Schools in the parish, Governors, Staff and pupils. 

 

Jun 3   Pray for Daylesford Rd., Eastbury Dr., Blaythorn Ave. 

              For those who dust and clean St Mary's Church. 

 

Jun 4   Pray for Dallimore Close, Norbury Grove, Cloudsley Grove 

             For all who are in employment & those unemployed. 

Jun 5   For all organisations who use our Hall each week. 

              Pray for Ulleries Rd., Burford Close, Colesbourne Rd. 

 

Jun 6   Morning Prayer 9.30am 

Pray for Elkstone Close, Brackleys Way & Moordown Ave. 

             For those who are housebound especially Church members. 

 

Jun 7   Pray for Windrush Close, Hobs Meadow, Hobs Moat Rd & 

             Evenlode Rd. 

             For the witness of St Mary's Church to all who pass by. 

 

Jun 8   Pray for Westcote Close, Winchcombe Rd, Broadwell Rd. 

             For the staff and work of Lyndon Clinic. 

             For Bekah and Sue, and all others who take services for us. 
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Jun 9   Parish Communion 9.30am 

Pray for Castle Lane, Greyfort Cres., & Arundel Cres.  

             For our servers and those who assist at Communion. 

               

Jun 10  Pray for Dene Court Rd., Knightsbridge Rd., The Dell 

             For all who have disabilities which restrict their lives. 

 

Jun 11  Pray for Onslow Cres., Summerfield Rd., Kimberley Rd. 

              For all who contribute to the music for our worship. 

 

Jun 12  Pray for Highwood Av., Oakham Way, Gosford Walk 

             For those who work at Land Rover Factory and all who 

             travel through the Parish to work each day. 

 

Jun 13  Holy Communion 9.30am 

Pray for Berwood Grove, Rodney Rd., Dursley Close 

              For those who prepare ñThe Moatò Parish Magazine 

              Editor, Printers, Assembly Team, Distributors and Readers 

 

Jun 14  Pray for Dovehouse Lane, Dovecote Close, Redfern Close 

              For the elderly & their pets who help them. 

 

Jun 15 Pray for Castle Close, Faulkner Rd., Trinity Close 

              For Shop keepers and their assistants 

              For the Pastoral Team who visit the sick. 

 

Jun 16 Parish Communion 9.30am 

Pray for Cranhill Close & Rodney Close 

              For those who wash and clean the altar linen at St Mary's. 

 

Jun 17  Pray for Old Lode Lane, Jillcot Rd., Jeremy Grove 

              For those who beautify St Mary's Church with flowers. 

 

Jun 18 Pray for Ebrington Ave., Glenside Av., Windsor Drive. 

              Pray for all Doctors & Specialists & all who care for the sick and 

              lonely. 

 

Jun 19  Pray for Merevale Rd., Odensil Green, Tanhouse Farm Rd. 
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For all Doctors & Staff at Hobs Moat Medical Centre and 

Meadowside Surgery. 

 

Jun 20 Morning Prayer 9.30am 

For all sick people especially those in hospital. 

              Pray for Mayswood Rd., Linsey Rd., Cophams Close 

              For Sidesmen & women who welcome all who come to St Mary's 

              services. 

 

Jun 21  Pray for Arlescote Rd., Frankton Close, Leafield Rd. 

              For God's blessing on all mothers, fathers, single parents 

              and grandparents. 

 

Jun 22 Pray for Charingworth Rd, Leam Cresc., Lammas Close. 

              For those who serve coffee after our 10am services. 

 

Jun 23  Morning Worship 9.30am 

Pray for Evenlode Close, Lode Lane, Hillhampton Close. 

              For those who are sick at home and in hospital. 

              For Lyndon Residents Association. 

 

Jun 24  Pray for Kelham Place, Kempsey Close, Farmstead Rd. 

              For those who advertise in 'The Moat' Parish magazine.  

 

Jun 25  Pray for St Mary's officials ï Greg & Jan our Churchwardens,   

Marina our PCC secretary, Vernon our Treasurer. 

             Pray for Highcroft Close, Norgrave Rd. Woodhall Croft. 

 

Jun 26  Pray for congregation members living outside the Parish,  

              For all who use the Fitness Centre & Ice Rink. 

                           

Jun 27  Morning Prayer 9.30am 

Pray for members of the PCC. 

              For Parkview Day Centre. 

 

Jun 28  Pray for HBCT; Lyndon Methodist, St Thomas More RC,  

              Sheldon Community Church, St Giles, Sheldon, St Nicholas,  

              Elmdon, Herman Mar Thoma, St Mary's, Hobs Moat and the  

              Redeemed Christian Church of God. 
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Jun 29 Pray for all children, especially those who are vulnerable. 

             Cubs and Beavers who meet in our hall.   

  

Jun 30 Joint All Age Holy Communion at Elmdon Church 

Pray for the Emergency Services' Police, Fire and Ambulance.  

 Pray for vocations to the Priesthood and other ministries within 

              the Church.   

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
)Æ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÉÔÅÍÓȟ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔÓ ÏÒ ÔÏÐÉÃÓ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÃÌÕÓÉÏÎ ÉÎ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ -ÏÎÔÈÌÙ 
0ÒÁÙÅÒ $ÉÁÒÙȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÓÅÎÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÂÙ %ÍÁÉÌȡ ÓÔÍÁÒÙÓÈÏÂÓÍÏÁÔͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Whatõs on at Hobs Moat Library in January  & February  

Hobs Moat Striders & Strollers 
Dates for the next meetings are Friday 10th & 24th May and 7th & 21st 
June 2024 (10.15am for a 10.30am departure). These free walks in the 
Hobs Moat area are led by trained volunteers. No need to book, just 
turn up on the day. Refreshments are provided afterwards. The walk 
lastõs up to an hour. The walk is suitable for everyone but if you are 
unsure, please come along and find out more details. The volunteers 
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will be able to answer any questions or concerns you may have. 

 

Reading Caf® 
Come along to our Reading Caf® for a comfortable, informal, and 
enjoyable morning. The caf® runs 10.30am-12.00pm. Dateõs for the 
next meeting are Friday 17th May & 14th June 2024 

Knit & Natter 
Dates for the next meeting are Tuesday 28th May & 25th June 2024. 
10.30am- 12.00pm. Everyone is welcome. 

Craft & Chat 
Drop in for a friendly chat, try some crafts and be creative. These 
sessions taking place every Tuesday from 10.30am ð 1.00pm 

Literary Litter Pickers 
Run by volunteers from within the community for the benefit of the 
community. Join the litter pickers for an hour with refreshments 
afterwards. Next meetings are Tuesday 21st May & 18th June 2024. 
10.00am ð 11.00am. Meet at Hobs Moat Library. 

A Trip Down Memory Lane 
Join us for a chat and revisit and reminisce about days gone by. Next 
meetings are Tuesday 21st May 2024 2.15pm ð 3.15pm.    

Family History Explorers  
Using Ancestry and Find My Past volunteers are on hand to help you 
trace family members. The group meets fortnightly. Takes place every 
other Saturday from 10.00am ð 12.00pm. Please enquire at the library 
for dates. 

Little Hobbits  
Stories, rhymes and colouring for under 5õs. Every Thursday 10.15am ð 
10.45pm (Term Time Only). Booking essential 

Animal Antics 
Animal stories and colouring for 2.5 years plus. Dates for the next 
meeting are Tuesday 7th May & 4th June   2024 from 10.15am ð 
10.45am. Booking essential. 

For further information please contact staff at: 
Hobs Moat Library, Ulleries Road, Solihull. B92 8EB  Tel: 0121 743 4592 
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Puzzle Corner 

We hope that you enjoyed the second in the series of 

anniversary and birthday teasers  in the  last edition of 

The Moat, and the answers to them were of course:  

1. Justin Bieber, 2. Catherine OõHara, 

3. Yuri Gagarin, 4. Diana Ross, 

5. Eiffel Tower , 6. Abba 

7. Jackie Chan, 8. John Curry 

9. Victoria Beckham 10. Penelope Cruz 

 

How many did you get? 

 

So, we carry on with o ur series of teasers for this year with  the Big 

Anniversaries and Birthdays for May and June 2024. 

1. The 70th anniversary of the running of the first sub minute mile is 

on 6th May, but who was the person who ran it?  

2. The 11th May sees the 60th anniversary of Terence Conran opened 

the first of these stores  

3. This world renowned director of Star Wars turns 8 0 on 14th May 

4. The ôGodmother of Soulõ celebrates her 80 th birthday on 24 th May 

5. On 28th May, this leader of ôThe Pipsõ also celebrates her 80th 

birthday  

6. The 80th anniversary of this famous event during World War II will 

be celebrated on 6 th June  

7. The 8th June sees the 75th anniversary of the publication of this 

famous George Orwell book 

8. This ôFriendsõ actress celebrates her 60th birthday on 15 th June 

9. On the 19th June, the 60 th anniversary of the signing of this 

document will be celebrated in the USA  

10. Which famous sister celebrates her 40 th birthday on 27 th June? 
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